
REVISED SELF-REPORTING EXERCISE
PROPOSAL

Background: While the importance and relevance of the annual reporting was recognised, many Signatories
have expressed a desire to simplify the reporting requirements. In the new iteration, it is suggested to
narrow down the requirements to make them more targeted.

Revised annual reporting against concrete and measurable milestones/indicators for easy comparability
and follow-up.

Annual reporting is made more relevant by narrowing down questions/data asked. The Signatories are
asked to report concrete financial data and against the commitments in a brief and concise way every
year. A matrix is established with concrete measurable milestones/indicators (some existing, and where
relevant, new ones could be agreed by the Signatories, particularly to reflect the outcomes from the
caucuses).
A light analysis should facilitate comparability of the data provided and allow for follow-up on progress
made and review of initiatives under both objectives and cross-cutting issues.
Approaches to improving how we capture progress at country level should be explored.
An Independent report is commissioned in 2026 to take stock of progress over the 3-year extension
period.

Grand Bargain Ambassadors
Political leadership and steering of the process 

Original language from the Grand Bargain frameworkACCOUNTABILITY
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DESCRIPTION OF THE EXERCISE

The purpose of this exercise is to revise the existing
self-reporting mechanism for the Grand Bargain to
ensure transparency and accountability, while
balancing the need for robust, accurate, and
comparable data with minimal administrative
burden.

The outcome of the process should be a revised
self-reporting mechanism, potentially in the form of
an online platform, to report against the Grand
Bargain commitments, that has support and
ownership by the Signatories. This is key to ensure
that the Signatories feel responsible and
accountable to report accurate data.

“If you can’t measure it, you cannot manage it, you
cannot improve it”: The main principle of the
revision process and setting new indicators is to
ensure that we can measure them, as that is the
only way to manage and improve progress.

The proposed process balances the need this in time
for 2024 reporting with transparency and sense of
ownership. 

To avoid time and resource-consuming
consultations, the proposal is to focus on consulting
smaller groups of key Signatories, including
previous/existing caucus leads and participants, to
facilitate decision making. The consultation process
will remain open to all Signatories that want to input
on specific indicators directly to DI.

Leadership of the Ambassadors will be key, to
ensure they are comfortable with the impact they
would like to achieve, and to ensure their ownership
of the indicators against which theirs and the
Signatories’ progress will be measured annually and
ultimately in 2026. Technical work and engagement
in meetings should be undertaken by the Secretariat
on behalf of the Ambassadors as needed.

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Development Initiatives (DI)
Leading role on the technical proposal and consultation

Author of the Grand Bargain
annual independent report
Advisory role as needed

Grand Bargain Secretariat
Supporting and facilitating the process

Signatories
Providing inputs as requested

PROCESS

The technical support and expertise will be provided by Development Initiatives and the author of the Grand
Bargain Annual Independent Report, both of which have extensive experience in tracking and assessing the
Grand Bargain progress and are familiar with existing data issues. Development Initiatives will lead on
identifying suitable quantitative and qualitative indicators for the priority areas under the Grand Bargain
2023-2026 framework, and on discussions with the focus groups, while the author will provide advice,
particularly on political considerations. 

WHY THIS EXERCISE?

In the Grand Bargain 2023-2026 framework, Signatories agreed to undertake a revision of  the self-reporting.



TIMELINE

AUTUMN/WINTER 2023
Scoping potential reportable

indicators based on public data,
relevant past indicators and

ambassador steer (DI)

Finalisation of proposed indicators
and the reporting process, and sign

off (FG & Ambassadors)

MARCH 2024

END OF MARCH 2024

Presentation of the revised
indicators and reporting process to

the Signatories

Submission deadline for the
Signatories to report data against

the indicators through the new
dashboard

END OF MAY 2024

WHAT KIND OF INDICATORS AND REPORTING WE EXPECT?

Autumn/winter 2023: 
Led by DI: Scoping the existing publicly available data
for each commitment to see chat is reportable by the
Signatories; focus on quantitative and qualitative
indicators.
Reviewing existing Grand Bargain indicators to assess
which are valid and relevant (can be reported against),
and which need to be tweaked.

January 2024:
Identification of potential measurable indicators, where
possible, as well as potential challenges in reporting
them, to ensure that the stage of consultations is based
on concrete proposals. It is acknowledged that it might
not be possible to develop all indicators before the
consultations – some will have to be informed by that
process.
Proposal for a reporting mechanism on a reduced
number of indicators and for how to showcase
Signatories' progress.

January/February 2024: Consultation with smaller groups
Test the feasibility of reporting against proposed
indicators, and the political support for them.

Discuss how to overcome potential challenges.
Test the acceptance for the revised reporting
mechanism.

March 2024:
Finalisation of proposed indicators and the reporting
platform, alongside linkages with existing public
reporting platforms (e.g., FTS and IATI).
A final proposal to be agreed in collaboration between
the Facilitation Group Sherpas and Ambassadors, and
final decision to be taken by the Ambassadors based on
discussion with the Facilitation Group.

End of March 2024:
Presentation of the final, revised indicators reporting
process and how progress will be showcased to the
Signatories.

End of May 2024:
Submission deadline for the Signatories to report data
against the indicators.

The recommendation is to focus on a narrow set of key indicators, as per the 2023-2026 framework. This
would mean only having indicators on the agreed focus areas for the next three years, to ensure a focus of
efforts. In 2026, progress against other commitments could be evaluated by assessing other existing bes of
research and available data. 

It is acknowledged that indicators related to the new areas (anticipatory action, innovative financing,
nexus) might not be developed in 2024, or until the concrete 2026 objectives on these areas are defined. 

Indicators should integrate gender (Grand Bargain cross-cutting issue) where possible.

Indicators should integrate existing caucus agreements where possible.

A revised process to report against the proposed indicators and to showcase progress could be
developed, potentially in a form of an online platform (making sure to link and/or use existing data
platforms if relevant, such as FTS and IATI).

The indicators could be divided by constituency (for example on direct funding for localisation: for donors
the 25 % indicator should be as directly as possible, while for the UN/INGOs it should be direct funding, as
they are already an intermediary).

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2024

Consultation with smaller focus
groups (led by DI)

CONTACTS Development Initiatives - Niklas.Rieger@devinit.org
Grand Bargain Secretariat - gbsecretariat@un.org


