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1. Where is Everyone?: Responding to Emergencies in the Most Difficult Places
Please join us for a panel discussion on the recent MSF report, Where is everyone? Responding to emergencies in the most difficult places (attached), with: 

· Jérôme Oberreit, MSF Secretary General 
· Arjan Hehenkamp, Director General, MSF Holland 
· Valerie Amos, Emergency Relief Coordinator and Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs
· Janet Lim, UNHCR Assistant High Commissioner  
The report, commissioned by MSF’s Executive Committee, presents the results of a study undertaken over the past two years to gain a better understanding of the problems and challenges the humanitarian aid sector is facing in emergency response. The report summarizes the findings of the review of evaluations and the three case studies in the Democratic Republic of Congo, Jordan and South Sudan. 
The report concludes that the humanitarian system is capable of responding relatively effectively and in large scale, and can therefore have a positive impact. However, the humanitarian system is not good at responding to new or hard-to-reach needs; has low levels of reactivity (generally only reacting when the crisis was top of the system); and has poor commitment to coverage. There is a strong tendency for the focus to be away from difficult to reach populations, areas or needs. Organizations are increasingly becoming averse to risk and avoiding difficult interventions for security, logistics, cost, reputational or just practical considerations. 
The report states, that while rapid and effective response to emergencies is the humanitarian community’s core responsibility, it is not adequately fulfilling this responsibility. The report concludes that the problem is not money but, rather decisions by agencies which have under-prioritized good emergency response practice. 
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