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1. Update of the Core Humanitarian Standard (CHS): Testing Phase, July- September 2014
The session will introduce Version 2 of the CHS and the opportunities for organisations to test comment and engage with the ongoing revision process.
As background:

The Humanitarian Accountability Partnership (HAP), People In Aid and The Sphere Project with the Core Humanitarian Standard (CHS) Technical Steering Group are pleased to present the revised version of the CHS for testing as part of the second period of consultation. The CHS is currently available in English, French, Spanish and Arabic and can be downloaded from http://www.corehumanitarianstandard.org/the-standard. Organisations and individuals can provide feedback on the content of the Standard as part of this period of consultation. During July to September, organisations will also be able to test this new version of the CHS in the field or at headquarters. 

We would like to invite you to sign your organisation up to test the CHS, as the strength of the next version lies in its usability and relevance at field and practitioner level. We would be grateful for your support as members to ensure the success of this second stage of the consultation. Organisations interested in testing should sign up by emailing Facilitator Paula Gil Baizan no later than 4 July 2014. 

There are three types of testing to choose from: 

1) Guided testing: Testing of the CHS as a tool to improve humanitarian action at programme level in the field. Testers will receive full training and support to tailor the methodology to the organisation’s and selected programme’s needs. The time frame for guided testing is eight weeks, with outputs required from testers every 15 days. Testers will receive full support and guidance throughout the testing period.

Who is this for? This type of testing is ideal for operational humanitarian groups of all types and sizes interested in sensibly influencing the revision of the CHS, gaining valuable first-hand knowledge of the Standard and experience applying it at field level. The testing methodology is designed to be complementary with the day-to-day workflow of humanitarian action and its ultimate aim is to provide an opportunity for programme improvement through experiencing the commitments defined in the Standard. Testing could be complementary to other processes including planning and strategic exercises and impact evaluations and reviews.

2) Self-Assessment testing: Testing of the CHS as a tool to improve humanitarian action at organisational level in the field or at headquarters. Testers will receive full training and all the materials to apply the standard testing methodology. The timeframe for self-assessment testing is four weeks, with outputs required from testers at the beginning and end of the process. Participating organisations will have access to support and guidance throughout the testing period.  

Who is this for? Participating in self-assessment testing is ideal for those organisations which would like to participate in testing but are not available to commit to guided testing.  It is an opportunity for organisations to improve the quality of their systems and procedures and gain knowledge of this Standard encompassing the sector’s good practice.  This type of testing is ideal for operational humanitarian groups of all types and sizes, including those working with partners, interested in influencing the revision of the CHS and gaining valuable first-hand knowledge of the Standard. 

3) Remote scenario testing: Testing of the CHS through an online platform where users can choose to test against a number of scenarios.

Who is this for? Individuals interested in participating in the testing of the CHS, and other stakeholders interested in influencing the development of the standard.

You can download a document which outlines in detail the different ways of engaging with the CHS testing from the CHS website.

The CHS testing package will be available to download from the CHS website by 30 June. This will include:
·         Testing methodology and materials

·         Training package (with facilitation notes)

·         Sample facilitation plans for awareness-raising events on the CHS

Save the date! Training and awareness-raising events will be taking place in Geneva on 14 July and in London on 14, 15, and 16 July. More details will be available on the CHS website but organisations interested in the guided or self-assessment levels of training should aim to attend. If you would like to book a place in the trainings please contact facilitator Paula Gil Baizan.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your tireless support and the time you have personally invested in helping to develop a CHS that is relevant and a clear reflection of the sector’s desire for enhanced programme quality and accountably to affected populations.

Raj Rana of the WolfGroup Consultants, Process Architect/Facilitator on behalf of the CHS, will 
present during the event.    
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