








 12/06/2013 – 14/06/2013
Latest developments in the humanitarian world: Updates from the IASC

This update has been prepared by the IASC Secretariat based on publicly available sources.  It is intended as a service to the humanitarian community, and does not necessarily represent the views of the IASC or its Secretariat.

Highlights

· Updated analysis on Syria crisis found 92,901 documented cases of individuals killed
· UNHCR to work with faith-based NGOs to strengthen protection for refugees, internally displaced, and stateless people
· UNHCR begins annual consultations with NGOs
· Economic growth of the EU11 region will remain slow in 2013
· World Bank report finds risks from advanced economies easing and growth firming, despite on-going contraction in Euro Area

 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
· Food commodity markets, in particular for cereals, are set to be more balanced in 2013/14, according to FAO's Food Outlook report published 13 June.  World food imports in 2013 are tentatively forecasted at $1.09 trillion, close to last year's level, but 13 per cent below the 2011 record. Higher bills for fish and livestock products are anticipated to offset lower expenditures on most other commodities, especially sugar. Prospects for abundant domestic crops in the least developed countries, low-income food-deficit countries, and countries in sub-Saharan Africa are expected to limit their import needs. Click to read about the future outlook for food commodity markets.
· FAO confirmed on 12 June that thirty-eight countries have met internationally-established targets in the fight against hunger, ahead of the 2015 deadline. Twenty of these countries have satisfied Millennium Development Goal (MDG) number one, to halve the proportion of hungry people.  An additional 18 countries were congratulated for reaching both MDG 1 and the World Food Summit (WFS) goal, having reduced by half the absolute number of undernourished people between 1990-92 and 2010-2012. “[These countries] are proof that with strong political will, coordination and cooperation, it is possible to achieve rapid and lasting reductions in hunger,” FAO Director-General José Graziano da Silva said. Click to read these success stories.

· FAO is asking countries in the global ‘wheat belt’ to improve monitoring and prevention for wheat rusts – fungal diseases that thrive in wet seasons. Yields could be affected in North Africa, the Middle East, and West and South Asia, accounting for over 30 percent of global wheat output. On wheat rusts, Fazil Dusunceli, Agriculture Officer in FAO’s Plant Production and Protection Division, stated, “The favourable growing conditions for wheat are also good for the rust diseases that affect wheat, so when there is good precipitation for wheat, that is also when wheat rusts will be able to best thrive and proliferate.” Click to read about the wheat rusts threat.
· The European Union (EU) and British newspaper The Guardian have won FAO awards. The EU received the FAO Jacques Diouf Award for its "EU Food Facility", an initiative that has improved the livelihoods of over 59 million people in 49 developing countries through the improvement of smallholder agricultural production in response to high food prices. The Guardian global development team won for its reporting on agriculture, food security and poverty, emphasizing progress made towards the Millennium Development Goals. Click to read about the awards.


 International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)

· By 16 June, some 9,000 people in northern Burkina Faso will benefit from enhanced food security, thanks to the Burkinabé Red Cross Society and the ICRC. Romain Kima, in charge of disaster preparedness and response at the Burkinabé Red Cross recently spoke on the food security needs in the region. "The inhabitants of this remote part of the Sahel have accommodated thousands of refugees from Mali, and have been sharing their meagre resources with them. Because the refugees brought their livestock with them, their arrival tripled the number of animals using already inadequate grazing resources. Farming has been disrupted and host communities have sometimes had to sell some of their livestock in order to make ends meet." Click to read about the ICRC’s food security initiative in northern Burkina Faso.
· Tens of thousands of people have flooded into Tissi, Chad since 5 April because of inter-community clashes in the Um Dukhun area, in western Darfur. Sudanese and Chadians have arrived in eastern Chad from Darfur. There are still tensions in the area among the communities. "We continue to monitor the situation so that we can take action if there is a need to do so," said Hélène Plennevaux, the head of the ICRC sub-delegation in Abéché. "The situation is difficult for displaced people. We are trying to meet the most urgent needs by providing aid before the onset of the rainy season, which will render the roads impassable and therefore make access to the area very difficult.” Click to read more about the situation in Chad.

 International Federation of Red Cross & Red Crescent Societies (IFRC)
· According to the Sri Lanka Foreign Employment Bureau, over 1.2 million migrant workers, mainly women, sought employment in Middle Eastern countries in 2012. To improve the social welfare of these individuals, the Red Cross brought together three parties to strengthen the support provided for migrant workers. A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed with The Finance Company, a leading insurance company in Sri Lanka and the Sri Lanka Bureau of Foreign Employment (SLBFE), which represents the government. Under this agreement the Red Cross will help the SLBFE to improve levels of humanitarian assistance available to migrant workers through awareness and training programmes. The Finance Company will provide the families of migrant workers with access to financial assistance in the form of loans for housing, education and other needs. Click for more information on this initiative.

 International Organization for Migration (IOM)
· IOM has completed an assessment of five sites in Southern Lebanon that host over 2,000 Syrian refugees. The findings indicate that refugee communities in the Saida and Sarafand area are in urgent need of aid, including shelter, non-food relief items, access to primary health care, hygiene awareness and income generation projects as well as transport to refugee registration centres. To combat these challenges, IOM is appealing for USD 14.2 million in Lebanon. This will go towards non-food relief items for up to 65,000 refugees; livelihood support projects; registration of Lebanese returnees and third country nationals in need of repatriation; support for the Lebanese national tuberculosis screening and treatment programme; and protection for displaced children separated from their families. Click to read more about the Syrian refugee situation in Southern Lebanon.

· On 11 June, IOM launched the latest edition of its South Sudan Village Assessment Survey (VAS), which identifies gaps in access to basic services and infrastructure for three quarters of the country’s estimated 2.5 million returnees and the communities that host them. The VAS, first launched by IOM in 2007, comprises baseline data collected across key humanitarian and development sectors in South Sudan, including access to healthcare, education, protection, livelihoods, roads, transport and water and sanitation. “This survey will be critical in informing reintegration and recovery strategies in South Sudan in the years to come, as we seek to transition support to returnees from humanitarian to development-like assistance,” said IOM South Sudan Chief of Mission Vincent Houver. Click for more information on the survey.

 Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
· An updated analysis on the crisis in Syria recently found 92,901 documented cases of individuals killed in Syria between March 2011 and the end of April 2013, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay announced on 13 June. “The constant flow of killings continues at shockingly high levels – with more than 5,000 killings documented every month since last July, including a total of just under 27,000 new killings since 1 December,” Pillay said. “Unfortunately, as the study indicates, this is most likely a minimum casualty figure. The true number of those killed is potentially much higher.” Click for more information on the death toll in Syria.

· The U.N. Special Rapporteur on the right to education, Kishore Singh, called on the world’s governments to ensure that accountability is a cornerstone of the post-2015 development agenda. “The Report of the High-Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development Agenda presents many important ideas, and recognizes that the right to education should include secondary education, and a focus on skill development,” he noted. “However, the report does not fully recognize a human rights-based approach. The post-2015 development agenda must move beyond political commitments, and more closely reflect the obligations undertaken by States under international human rights law,” he emphasized. Click to read the Special Rapporteur’s statements.

 United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
· UNICEF recently released their annual report of the Secretary-General on Children and Armed Conflict, highlighting the threats children living in armed conflict face including recruitment into armed conflict, sexual violence, killing and maiming, and recurrent attacks on hospitals and schools. The report highlights specific examples from countries such as Syria, Afghanistan, and Mali. Click to read about the report.

 United Nations High Commissioner of Refugees (UNHCR)
· On 12 June, UNHCR along with representatives of 25 faith-based NGOs unveiled a landmark declaration aimed at strengthening protection for the world's over 40 million refugees, internally displaced, and stateless people. The declaration, known as an Affirmation of Welcome, is the first to involve UNHCR and faith-based groups. It sets out principles to guide faith leaders in providing welcoming environments for refugees and displaced people, and those without citizenship, including through promoting community understanding and tolerance, and combatting xenophobia. Click for more information on this initiative.
· On 11 June, UNHCR began annual consultations with NGO partners in Geneva. UN Deputy High Commissioner for Refugees T. Alexander Aleinikoff opened the event by stressing the importance of advocating “shoulder-to-shoulder for the protection of the forcibly displaced.” Aleinikoff said that UNHCR's activities can appear to be focused on delivering life-saving services and supplies. But he added that UNHCR is also charged with "providing protection and seeking solutions" – such as helping register refugees or building schools. Click to read more about the event.

· A week ahead of World Refugee Day (June 20), UNHCR is launching a campaign to highlight the impact of war on families. A long list of celebrities have signed up to the “1 family” campaign, including country music stars Lady Antebellum, Colombian rock musician Juanes, author Khaled Hosseini, classical singer Barbara Hendricks and international supermodel Alek Wek. Against a backdrop of refugee crises in Syria, Mali, South Sudan and Democratic Republic of the Congo, the campaign reminds audiences that the casualties of war are families. Click to read about the event.
· On 11 June, UNHCR reported that the crisis in north-eastern Nigeria has forced over 6,000 individuals, mainly women, children and older people, to seek safety in neighbouring Niger. "Those UNCHR has spoken to say they escaped for fear of being caught in the government-led crackdown on insurgents linked to the Boko Haram sect, particularly in the Baga area of northern Nigeria, close to the Niger border," spokesman Adrian Edwards said. Refugees report that air strikes by government forces continue and that planes are regularly flying over the states of Borno, Yobe and Adamawa. Click here to read more about the Nigerian refugee situation in Niger.
· UNHCR recently announced that it is alarmed by fighting between government forces and armed troops in South Sudan's Jonglei state, which has displaced tens of thousands of people since March. "In Pibor county in particular, we have seen increasing tension and serious allegations of a break-down in law and order, evidenced among other things by indiscriminate abuses and looting of civilian property," a UNHCR spokesperson said. Most of Pibor's 148,000 people are affected and many have been displaced. Click to read about the crisis in South Sudan.
· On 11 June, UNHCR said it was in talks with Germany over the potential resettlement of 10,000 Syrians who have fled their homeland, and was probing the issue with other rich nations. "We are working with governments, including European governments, to examine ways in which further admission programmes and or resettlement programmes for Syrians could be successfully used," said UNHCR spokesman Adrian Edwards. “Germany is one of the world's largest refugee receiving countries, but I don't think numbers have at this stage been discussed with others," he stated. Click to read more about the resettlement talks in Germany.

 World Bank
· The economic growth of the EU11 region fell in 2012 and will remain slow in 2013 due to the continued recession in the Euro area and subsiding domestic demand, says the World Bank’s latest EU11 Regular Economic Report. “The recession in the Euro area and weak domestic demand dampened EU11 economic performance in 2012. Overall, the EU11 year-on-year growth rate dropped from 3.1 per cent in 2011 to 0.8 per cent in 2012,” said Gallina Vincelette, Senior Economist in the World Bank’s Europe and Central Asia region and lead author of the report. “However, the EU11 region is still growing faster than the EU15, whose economic activity contracted 0.4 per cent last year.” Click to read more about the report’s findings.
· Risks from advanced economies have eased and growth is firming, despite on-going contraction in the Euro Area. However, pick-up in developing countries will be modest due to capacity constraints in several middle income countries, says the World Bank in their new Global Economic Prospects report. “While there are markers of hope in the financial sector, the slowdown in the real economy is turning out to be unusually protracted,” Kaushik Basu, Senior Vice President and Chief Economist at the World Bank stated. “This is reflected in the stubbornly high unemployment in industrialized nations, with unemployment in the Eurozone actually rising, and in the slowing growth in emerging economies, with India’s annual growth having dropped below 6 per cent for the first time in 10 years.” Click to read about the report.
· The Third World Bank Group’s Conference on Equity, held this week in Washington, focused on fiscal policies. “There’s no doubt that fiscal policies – the structure of taxes and transfers – can be a powerful mechanism for changing the redistribution of well-being in society,” Jaime Saavedra, the Bank’s acting vice president of Poverty Reduction and Economic Management, told conference participants. One important way to increase the income of the bottom 40 per cent in each country, Saavedra noted, is for states with growing economies to boost tax collections and put in place systems to help pay for basic services. Click to read about the conference.
· The Europe and Central Asia region suffered a significant economic slowdown in 2012 as growth fell to 2.7 per cent in 2012, compared with 5.6 per cent in 2011. External conditions have vastly improved in 2013, with calmer financial markets and a recovery in global trade.  Similarly, Foreign Direct Investment is expected to rebound. However, GDP growth in Europe and Central Asia is projected to rise only slightly in 2013 to 2.8 per cent. Growth in the region will be supported by better harvest and improved external conditions, but will be constrained by the weak carry-over from last year, on-going fiscal adjustments, and high unemployment, particularly in developing Europe. Click to read about the economic situation in Europe.

 World Food Programme (WFP)
· The U.N.’s recently launched Syria appeal could provide the WFP with US$1 billion, which will be used to provide food assistance for the refugee population outside Syria as well as those inside the country without access to food. WFP’s goal is to reach 7 million Syrians living in Syria and neighbouring countries by late 2013.  Under the revised plan, WFP will scale up operations to meet the food needs inside Syria of three million people from July to September and further expand to reach four million people from October till the end of the year. Click to read about WFP’s appeal.
· In a recent technical workshop, the Government of Iraq and the WFP discussed the potential introduction of electronic food vouchers in the Iraqi Public Distribution System (PDS). “We expect that this workshop and the subsequent national consultative seminar will pave the way to implement a pilot project in specific areas in Iraq to examine the feasibility and benefits of adopting electronic cards to provide Iraqi citizens with an improved service and a food basket that will help improve food security in Iraq and contribute to the growth of our national economy,” said Deputy Minister of Planning Mahdi M. Al-Alak. Click to read about the workshop.
