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 24/07/2013 – 26/07/2013
Latest developments in the humanitarian world: Updates from the IASC

This update has been prepared by the IASC Secretariat based on publicly available sources.  It is intended as a service to the humanitarian community, and does not necessarily represent the views of the IASC or its Secretariat.

Highlights
· IOM’s annual mid-year review of humanitarian needs shows 66 per cent funding gap
· UNICEF study reveals dire nutrition crisis in Gao, Northern Mali
· UNHCR unable to access civilian population in North Kivu province in the Democratic Republic of the Congo after two weeks of fighting

· OCHA working to negotiate access to communities in crisis in South Sudan

 InterAction 
· InterAction recently reflected on the L3 simulation exercise that took place in Schwarzenburg, Switzerland. Humanitarian aid workers gathered to test the Transformative Agenda (TA)  protocols by responding to a 7.9 magnitude earthquake in the fictitious country of Klanndestan. InterAction stated that the humanitarian community showed a lack of willingness to test the new protocols and that many agencies reverted to their own interests. However, they added that this led to a constructive conversation on how to revise the TA. Caroline Nichols, InterAction’s senior manager for humanitarian policy, stated, “It became clear to me that we need more inter-agency collaboration; not only at senior levels within the humanitarian policy community but also within senior and middle management at operational levels.” Click to read about InterAction’s perspective on the L3 simulation.

 International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
· Tens of thousands of civilians in Syria are living in extremely harsh conditions and humanitarian aid is being prevented from reaching them. “We have been trying for close to 20 days now to bring medical supplies and other aid to the old city of Homs," said Magne Barth, head of the ICRC delegation in Syria. "Despite lengthy negotiations with both sides, and three trips back and forth between Damascus and Homs, we have still not received the go-ahead from the Syrian authorities." Click to read about the ICRC’s efforts to provide humanitarian aid in Syria. 
· In response to the deadly attack on the ICRC office in Jalalabad, Afghanistan, the ICRC has begun to scale back its efforts while maintaining critical emergency assistance services. "We have to adapt our working model and procedures to reduce the overall exposure to risk," said Jacques de Maio, the ICRC's head of operations for South Asia. "Regrettably, this will have an adverse effect on the quality and the quantity of some of our services." More time will be needed to measure the impact of the ICRC's scaled-back efforts to ensure that people have access to water and sanitation, and of its reduced ability to deliver food and to travel to remote places. Click to read about the ICRC’s work in Afghanistan.

 International Federation of Red Cross & Red Crescent Societies (IFRC)

· Following the devastating train crash in Santiago de Compostela, Spain that occurred on 25 July, the Spanish Red Cross has sent out alerts to 22 psychosocial support teams. The organization’s first response was to help with medical support, including helping to evacuate the injured to local hospitals.  “Our staff and volunteers arrived at the scene of the accident within the first hours and immediately started to help with evacuation and provide emergency first aid,” said Carmen Martin, spokesperson of the Spanish Red Cross. She added that their teams would remain to provide counseling. Click to read about the Red Cross response to the train crash in Spain.
· The Red Cross Society of China is responding to the needs of thousands of people affected by the earthquake that struck China’s Gansu province on 22 July. The earthquake caused over 90 deaths and destroyed tens of thousands of houses, with 227,000 people forced to evacuate. The Red Cross Society of China immediately deployed disaster relief teams to conduct a needs assessment and begin relief efforts. “Red Cross teams are continuing to make their way to the remote villages despite the challenge of access, with many roads damaged and an on-going risk of landslides,” says Baktiar Mambetov, East Asia Regional Development Delegate, IFRC. Click to read about the Red Cross response to the earthquake in Gansu province.

 International Organization for Migration (IOM)
· IOM’s annual mid-year review of humanitarian needs highlights a critical funding shortfall of USD 233.2 million for 2013. With only 34 per cent of projects currently funded, IOM’s overall humanitarian funding gap of 66 per cent continues to raise concerns. With funding levels of 10 per cent and below, IOM’s humanitarian responses in Chad, Djibouti, Kenya, Mauritania, Niger, Yemen and Zimbabwe are acutely underfunded. “We encourage all our donors to take a close look at IOM’s humanitarian activities and funding requirements,” says Monica Goracci, Chief of Donor Relations Division, “and appeal for urgent consideration of more financial support.” Click to read about IOM’s funding shortfall for 2013.

 Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
· The United Nations Working Group on the use of mercenaries will discuss the use of private military and security companies (PMSCs) in UN peace and humanitarian operations. The panel discussion will take place on 31 July 2013 at the UN Headquarters in New York, as part of a special year-long study on the use PMSCs by the UN bodies worldwide. “As a large consumer of security services, the UN has the opportunity to positively influence the standards and behaviour of the industry to comply with international human rights norms and support the implementation of the UN Charter,” said Anton Katz, who currently heads the expert group. Click to read more about the panel discussion.

 United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)

· The humanitarian community is raising the alarm on the rates of acute malnutrition in Gao, Northern Mali. Mali’s Ministry of Health and its partners, including UNICEF, recently published the results of a nutrition and mortality survey, conducted for the first time since the crisis began in this conflict stricken region. The study reveals a dire nutrition crisis, particularly for the most vulnerable and children under age five. “The nutrition situation in Gao deserves special attention. Action must be taken now so that children who can be saved are not left to die and so that new cases can be prevented,” said Mr. David Gressly, Humanitarian Action Coordinator for Mali, during a visit to Gao on July 23. Click to read about the survey.
· On 25 July, the President of Liberia, H.E. Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, launched “A Promise Renewed: Committing to Child Survival in Liberia.” “A Promise Renewed” is a movement initiated by the Governments of Ethiopia, India and the United States, in partnership with UNICEF, to end preventable child deaths. The commitment redoubled efforts to reduce under-five mortality and to reach disadvantaged mothers and children. According to the 2012 progress report, the infant and under-five mortality rates for 2010 in Liberia have declined by about 5.4 per cent since the 1990 levels, the highest decline in Africa. Click to read more about “A Promise Renewed.”
· The IKEA Foundation is donating a range of IKEA toys to UNICEF’s Early Childhood Development kits to help meet the needs of vulnerable children. Over the next two years, the kits will be distributed to an estimated 1.2 million children living in emergency or post-conflict settings. Leila Pakkala, UNICEF Director of Private Fundraising and Partnerships stated that the kits are designed to, “help restore a sense of hope and normalcy to children living in extremely difficult environments.” Click to read about UNICEF’s collaboration with the IKEA Foundation.

 United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
· In the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, a UNDP-supported mobile application helped reduce the risk of suffering and damage during flooding this winter. “In February, three days of heavy rain flooded hundreds of homes around here. We were cut off for two days and without drinking water, but at least we were able to keep informed about what was happening through our smart phones and this new app,” says Vase Krstev of the village of Murtino. With the recently released app, developed by UNDP and supported by the Crisis Management Centre, emergency services were able to use smart phones and tablets to keep people informed with up-to-date information during a disaster. Click to read about this new tool.


 United Nations High Commissioner of Refugees (UNHCR)
· After nearly two weeks of fighting in the Democratic Republic of the Congo's North Kivu province, the UNHCR said on 23 July it was concerned about the situation for civilians in the conflict. "On Sunday evening, bomb explosions and gunfire on the DRC side could be heard from border points in western Uganda's Bundibugyo district. Relatively few refugees have crossed over; we believe more could be trying to flee, but are not able to for various reasons," UNHCR spokesman Adrian Edwards told journalists. He added that humanitarian agencies are unable to access the area. Click to read about the conflict in the DRC’s North Kivu province.
· On 24 July, UNHCR launched a new programme aimed at attracting some of the world's top young professionals to work for UNHCR in the field for next year. The Entry-Level Humanitarian Professional Programme (EHP) is open to highly qualified applicants from outside the organization and to general service, national professional and field service staff within UNHCR. Click to read about the program. 
· UNHCR is continuing preparations for out-of-country voting for refugees for Mali’s upcoming presidential election. "Our role is humanitarian and non-political only," UNHCR spokesman Adrian Edwards stressed. However, UNHCR is concerned that only a low number of names of refugees were found in the registry. Further, few NINA (national identification number) voting cards have been provided by Malian authorities to refugees in Burkina Faso, Mauritania and Niger. UNHCR emphasized that Malian authorities must quickly make public the voters' lists and speed distribution of electoral cards. Click to read about preparations for Mali’s election.

 United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT)
· The Development Partners Working Group on Decentralisation & Local Governance (DeLoG) held its 8th Annual Meeting in New York last month, hosted by UN-Habitat, UNDP, and the United Nations Capital Development Fund (UNCDF). The theme of this year discussion was the role of local governance and decentralisation within the UN post 2015 development agenda with sub-themes relating to the Global Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation, multi-level governance (MLG) mechanisms, and MLG in fragile, urban, and rural environments. Click to read about the outcomes of the meeting. 

 United Nations Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)
· An estimated 100,000 people in Pibor County in eastern South Sudan’s Jonglei State have been cut off from life-saving assistance due to fighting between State and non-state armed groups and a resurgence of inter-communal clashes. Tens of thousands of people have been forced to flee their homes, with many seeking refuge in the bush. They are surviving on berries and leaves, and living without access to clean water, shelter or medical assistance. OCHA and its partners are working with State and non-state armed groups to negotiate access to communities in crisis. Click to read about the conflict in Jonglei State, South Sudan.

 United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)
· Five years ago, UNFPA and UNICEF launched the Joint Programme on Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting (FGM/C) aimed at ending female genital mutilation and cutting. Last year the programme was extended for another cycle and the UN General Assembly voted unanimously to adopt Resolution 67/146, which calls for intensified efforts toward the elimination of FGM/C. The recently released Joint Programme Annual Report for 2012 recounts many of the emerging lessons from programmatic experiences.  Nafissatou Diop, Coordinator of the Joint Programme stated that they will apply the lessons learned from programmatic experiences to, “scale up our programming to protect the rights and health of girls in 15 priority countries.” Click to read about UNFPA’s work to end FGM/C.

 World Bank
· Global food prices declined for three consecutive quarters then rose in May and June, remaining close to historical peaks.  Some countries with high poverty and weak safety nets are now responding by scaling up consumer food subsidies but these are often counter-productive, the World Bank Group’s quarterly Food Price Watch reported on 25 July. “Poorly designed food subsidy programs that lack transparency and accountability in implementation do not benefit poor people. These programs can be very costly and prone to corruption, and waste scarce fiscal resources,” said Jaime Saavedra, World Bank Group’s Acting Vice President for Poverty Reduction and Economic Management. She added that reforming these programs is a “policy priority.” Click to read about the latest results from Food Price Watch. 
· The World Bank Group committed $52.6 billion in loans, grants, equity investments, and guarantees to help promote economic growth, increase shared prosperity, and fight extreme poverty in developing countries during fiscal year 2013. The commitments for IDA – the World Bank’s fund for the poorest countries – were at an all-time high, and the Bank Group’s investments in private sector financing and political insurance guarantees also were at record highs. “The Bank’s performance has been strong during my first year as President, and we are well positioned to address the economic challenges developing countries face during these still uncertain times,” said World Bank Group President Jim Yong Kim. Click to read about the World Bank’s commitment to developing countries.
· The World Bank Group (WBG) committed $11.8 billion in fiscal year 2013 to support Latin America and the Caribbean resilience in the midst of global turmoil. Support was aimed at generating opportunities for all through public and private sector projects that expand public services, improve regional productivity, competitiveness and integration, create new quality jobs and assist those most in need. Click to read about the World Bank’s commitment to Latin America and the Caribbean.
· The World Bank Group committed a record US$14.7 billion in fiscal year 2013 to support economic growth and better development prospects in Africa. “The region has shown remarkable resilience in the face of a global recession and continues to grow strongly,” said Makhtar Diop, World Bank Vice President for the Africa Region. “Africa is at the center of the World Bank Group 2030 goals of ending extreme poverty and promoting shared prosperity, in an environmentally, socially, and fiscally sustainable manner.” Click to read about the World Bank’s commitment to Africa.

 World Health Organization (WHO)
· The current humanitarian crisis in Syria poses a grave risk of epidemics among displaced Syrians in the neighbouring countries of Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and Egypt. With thousands of Syrians crossing the borders, there is a risk that diseases that are prevalent inside Syria can be introduced into neighbouring countries. WHO has been supporting national health authorities in countries hosting displaced Syrian refugees since the beginning of this crisis. In view of the current epidemic risk, WHO has scaled up its epidemic preparedness and readiness measures across all the affected neighbouring countries. Click to read about WHO’s work in the Syria region.
· On World Hepatitis Day (28 July), WHO is urging governments to act against the five hepatitis viruses that can cause severe liver infections and lead to 1.4 million deaths every year. This year, in the run up to World Hepatitis Day, the Organization is releasing its first-ever country hepatitis survey, covering 126 countries. The WHO "Global policy report on the prevention and control of viral hepatitis in WHO Member States" identifies successes as well as gaps at country level in the implementation of four priority areas. “The findings underline the important work that is being done by governments to halt hepatitis through the implementation of WHO recommended policies and actions,” said Dr Sylvie Briand, Director, Pandemic and Epidemic Diseases at WHO. Click to read more about the report. 
