IASC Reference Group on Human Rights and Humanitarian Action

Draft Terms of Reference


The overall goal of the Reference Group is to act as an advisory body to the IASC and to the humanitarian reform process on mainstreaming human rights in humanitarian action.  In this regard, the Reference Group will carry out three main types of activities – normative, operational and informational.  The Reference Group will act in close coordination with the Global Protection Cluster Working Group in planning and carrying out its activities, and should be a forum for participants to discuss issues outside the scope of the Global Protection Cluster Working Group, unless specifically requested by the Global Protection Cluster Working Group, other actors of the humanitarian reform process, or the IASC.  

a. Normative
· The Reference Group will contribute to developing standards and methods on integrating human rights in humanitarian action; 

· The Reference Group will contribute to inter-agency policy formulation and guidance. It will be a forum to study and discuss contentious policy issues or ongoing debates that exist in the nexus between human rights and humanitarian action; 

b. Operational 

· The Reference Group will support the field in identifying concrete ways of integrating human rights in humanitarian action; 

· The Reference Group will focus on how best to contribute to an operational impact on the ground.  In this respect, its work should maintain a field orientation; and  

c. Informational

· The Reference Group will strive to increase institutional levels of awareness and information sharing on human rights initiatives and good practices relevant to humanitarian action.

In fulfilling these terms of reference, the Reference Group will:

i. Closely coordinate its goals, strategies and activities with the Global Protection Cluster Working Group; and 

ii. Report regularly to the IASC Working Group.

