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Background

1. Human rights and humanitarian action are often conflated, and used interchangeably, particularly when referring to protection activities.  As practitioners are aware, however, this does not always reflect the reality on the ground.  Indeed, there continues to be disagreement amongst IASC members on how to define protection, in terms of the work of humanitarian actors and that or human rights actors.  How do these various actions complement each other?  Where are the gaps?  How can these gaps best be addressed and what are the limitations in trying to do so?  For the UN, human rights has been identified by the its Secretary-General as a cross-cutting area that requires attention throughout the System, including at all levels of humanitarian preparedness, response and recovery efforts.  At the same time, humanitarian organisations – both in and outside of the UN – have raised concerns of being too closely associated with human rights work, on the grounds that such considerations may jeopardise their space to work, and their access to affected populations.  In this connection, it is useful to clarify what humanitarian and human rights actors each see as protection, to identify commonalities and clarify the distinctions as perceived by the two groups, and to address what some have referred to as the irrelevance or inconvenience of having to integrate human rights into their humanitarian work. 
Goal and Objectives
2. The goal of this workshop is to bring these discussions to the table for examination by relevant actors with a view to advancing the UN policy of mainstreaming human rights.  In order to do so, the workshop will bring together humanitarian and human rights actors from within and outside the UN System, in order to establish a better understanding of the interplay between human rights and humanitarian actors carrying out protection activities.  This will ultimately help better define how human rights may be integrated into humanitarian action whilst taking into consideration the possible tensions and potentially contentious arguments surrounding this debate. 
3. On this basis, specific objectives include:
· Further defining what, in practice, amounts to humanitarian and human rights protection and how the two complement each other;

· Crystallising the commonalities and differences of the role and tasks of human rights and humanitarian actors in protection.
4. The main outputs of this workshop will be:
a. A workshop report that will serve as a discussion paper for the IASC Reference Group on Human Rights and Humanitarian Action, as the basis for further consideration of the issues and with a view to informing future policy and operational matters; and 
b. The development of an initial terms of reference for Human Rights Officers in humanitarian response.
Organization

5. The workshop will be organised by the Peace Mission Support and Rapid Response Unit (PMSRRU) of OHCHR, in collaboration with members of the IASC Reference Group on Human Rights in Humanitarian Action. 
Participants

6. The workshop aims to engender constructive discussions on the different approaches to protection that each agency takes, and begin the process of considering how human rights should be integrated in humanitarian action.  It is essential therefore that participants have expertise on the interplay between human rights and humanitarian action, and can provide a global view of these issues, reflecting not only the institutions which they represent but also their personal policy and field experiences.  Participants will be drawn primarily from the IASC agencies.  
7. Some participants will be asked to present the issue to the larger group in brief interventions, by addressing specific issues.  Panels will be composed with due regard for the diversity of agencies (UN, humanitarian NGO, human rights NGO, IGO, and maybe academia) and keeping in mind the background of the individual participant.
Facilitator
8. One senior external consultant will be recruited to facilitating and run the workshop.  S/he will be an impartial negotiator of the topics of discussion, and should be able to ensure the constructive intervention of participants.  A workshop Rapporteur will also be appointed to prepare a workshop report in coordination with the facilitator, presenting concrete recommendations and proposals for action that have the buy-in of all participants.
Venue

9. OHCHR Palais Wilson 
Administrative arrangements

10. Marie-Dominique Perret (mperret@ohchr.oprg, Ext. 89221) will be responsible for administrative matters.  Kazumi Ogawa (kogawa@ohchr.org Ext. 89846) and Rachel Rico Balzan (rrico@ohchr.org Ext. 89730) will be ensure the overall organisation of the workshop. 
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Welcome and Introduction to objectives of workshop 

Keynote address(es)

Session 1
What do we mean by “protection”?
This session may begin with a brief discussion on the IASC definition of protection, and how it differs from different agency perspectives.  Two or three participants (identified beforehand) will be asked to briefly present their agency mandates.  All participants will then be invited to mention concrete examples of how their agencies carry out protection work. The goal is to bring to the table our different understandings of this rather general term.  
Session 2 
How do we pursue protection? 

This session will bring to the table potentially contentious issues between human rights officers and humanitarian actors in carrying-out protection.  Activities, such as working with – and in – integrated missions; neutrality, impunity and accountability; human rights monitoring and public reporting; redress and compensation for human rights violations; physical protection; efforts to protect civilians v. non-civilians;  relations with national actors; needs vs rights-based approach; and technical cooperation are some areas where different actors carry out protection work in different ways.  Two or three participants will be asked to make brief interventions in this area, with all participants then being asked to comment.  
Session 3
 The way forward – Some possibilities:

Participants will be invited to consider how best to move the agenda forward, both in an inter-agency setting (such as the IASC) and operationally, on the ground.  The meeting should end with recommendations to OHCHR, the IASC, and others on how best to ensure meaningful interaction between human rights and humanitarian actors in carrying out their operations.  
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