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I Tajikistan – Debriefing on UNDAC Disaster Response Preparedness Mission 

Mr. Vladimir Sakharov (OCHA), Chief, Emergency Services Branch, Environmental Emergencies Section

Mr. Sakharov briefed participants on the UNDAC mission to Tajikistan from 12-27 March 2006 to assess the national capacity to respond to large-scale natural and environmental disasters. 

The UNDAC team was composed of experts with a wide range of experience in the field of disaster management and emergency response. The team worked closely with the Ministry of Emergency Situations, other relevant national organizations, as well as UN agencies, non-governmental organizations and donors present in Tajikistan and met with administrations, agencies and organisations at both regional, district and community levels

The UNDAC mission concluded with a report including concrete recommendations to the relevant Government ministries and departments, notably the Ministry of Emergency Situations (MoES) as well as the international community to take action upon. The report is now with the Resident Coordinator for follow-up. For details please consult the mission report at the IASC Website: http://www.humanitarianinfo.org/iasc/content/documents/docsdetails.asp?meetID=931&agendaID=1402

The discussion following the briefing focused on issues of longer-term development and investments in Tajikistan. Mr. Sakharov clarified that, even though it had not been a development mission, the team had met with bilateral donors and received positive feedback in terms of increasing bilateral assistance. On the prospect of a cluster approach in Tajikistan, Mr. Sakharov explained that the reports’ suggestion that a Rapid Response Coordination Team within the framework of the country’s Rapid Emergency Assessment and Coordination Team (REACT) should adopt the cluster approach was to be seen as a point for consideration. 
II IASC Principals Meeting April 2006 - Debriefing 

Ms. Marilena Viviani (IASC Secretariat), Chief, IASC Secretariat

Ms. Viviani presented the outcomes of the IASC Principals meeting, which was held on 24 April 2006 in Geneva. The meeting focused on: a) The Humanitarian Reform (CERF, Cluster Approach and Strengthening the HC System); b) Strengthening NGOs engagement and participation in the IASC; c) Priorities of the United Nations Department of Safety and Security, with a briefing by USG Sir David Veness; and d) Challenge of Avian and Human Influenza for the humanitarian community, with a briefing by Dr. David Nabarro, Senior United Nations System Coordinator for Avian and Human Influenza, UNSIC.

The summary record and action points of the meeting will be circulated to IASC agencies upon clearance by the ERC and IASC Principals.

The discussion following the briefing focused on the development of the Package of Guidance on Implementing the Cluster Leadership Approach at the Country Level. Agencies urged that all concerns raised at the Principals’ meeting and other fora be reflected in the revised version currently being drafted by OCHA.

III AOB

Ms. Viviani announced that from 8-12 May the IASC Secretariat will participate in a field study together with OCHA and SCHR colleagues to Somalia and Kenya. The field study will focus on emerging models and mechanisms for effective collaboration and coordination as well as interoperability and complementarity between UN and non-UN actors in field settings, if possible including some regional perspectives. The results will be background for discussions between RCRC/NGOs and the IASC Principals in a meeting 12-13 July in Geneva
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