IASC Protection Cluster

Brainstorming meeting on

Land, Housing and Property Focal Point Area in the PCWG
Rationale

The PCWG Work Plan 2007 focuses on improving preparedness through capacity building, tool development, awareness building, policy development, etc. for a more proactive and effective country level response to promote IDPs HLP rights during displacement and upon return.

There is a strong emphasis in the Cluster CAP 2007 on strengthening the capacity of Focal-Point agencies to become more proactive and lead their respective areas in collaboration with other agencies.

We know from the Housing, Land and Property network that a range of agencies are currently preparing new assessments, tools, strategies and implementing operational projects on support to IDPs.  But we also know that there are many other situations where IDPs are not receiving any adequate assistance.  Further, the knowledge of customary land regulating practices vis-à-vis land and property restitution after conflicts or disasters is another under-researched area, which should be looked at comprehensively to support peace agreements and return planning. And much more!
As the Protection Cluster focal-point agency for Housing, Land and Property, UN-HABITAT would like to invite agencies to discuss what the PC focal-point responsibilities imply and how we could work together in a collaborative manner to implement the 2007 Work Plan. In the longer term, this could include:

· identifying regions or countries with major gaps in the HLP response,
· discuss planned HLP studies with a view to generate a more comprehensive overview of HLP problems in key countries and proposed actions,

· increasing HLP assessment capacity and mobility,

· best-practices,

· strengthening the HLP collaboration with UN Country Teams and HCs on the ground.
A brainstorming meeting is tentatively proposed for Wednesday 11 April 10:00-11:30 in the UN-HABITAT offices, 5th floor, International Environmental House 2, Ch. De Balexert 7-9, Châtelaine, to verify the interest among agencies of revitalizing the HLP network for a better coordinated response capacity. 

Proposed Agenda

1. Review of HLP actions in the Protection Work Plan
2. Sharing of Agency HLP proposals for the IASC CAP 2007
3. Identification of key challenges and needs for adequate HLP responses at country level
4. Sharing of current and pipeline HLP mandates and activities by agency (field activities and normative products, such as assessment tools, guidelines, policies, etc.)
5. The way forward
6. AOB.

Contact person: Gert Ludeking, UN-HABITAT, Ludeking.unhabitat@unog.ch or phone 022 917 87 59.
