NOTICE:

INTER-AGENCY STANDING COMMITTEE
TASK FORCE ON FUEL IN HUMANITARIAN SETTINGS

FIRST MEETING

International Rescue Committee 11th floor Conference Room

122 East 42nd Street, New York
23-24 May, 2007
The co-chairs of the InterAgency Standing Committee Task Force on Fuel in Humanitarian Settings are pleased to announce that the first meeting of the Task Force will take place in the 11th floor conference room of the International Rescue Committee offices in New York on May 23-24, 2007. 

Please find below the agenda for the meeting as well as the proposed Terms of Reference and workplan for the Task Force, as discussed during the March meeting of the IASC Working Group. 

The key goals of the first meeting of the Task Force are:

· To determine precisely what Task Force members (and implementing partners, where applicable) are undertaking which types of fuel-related activities; in which locations; and which sector(s) this work falls under. A questionnaire has been distributed in advance of the meeting, to assist in this process;

· Based on the above information, to discuss the specific areas of concern per sector; and as such, determine the specific areas of focus for the Task Force;

· To determine which Task Force members should have initial responsibility for drafting guidance on the specific roles and responsibilities of relevant agencies per sector, contributing to a holistic and multi-sectoral strategy for household energy. This guidance would be developed by small groups of 2-3 relevant agencies and then reviewed and commented on by the Task Force membership as a whole in order to ensure that the final product has equally addressed all response sectors.

Given the multi-sectoral nature of the issue, even within individual agencies, we are aware that IASC members may wish to send more than one representative to this meeting. However, please note that in order to ensure the meeting moves as swiftly and accomplishes as much as possible within its limited time frame, the co-chairs kindly request that each agency ideally send no more than two representatives. 

As an alternative, we strongly encourage participants from agencies with multiple relevant divisions or departments to consult with their colleagues in advance of the meeting in order to ensure that all possible viewpoints will be represented during the discussions. It will be most beneficial to all involved that each agencies’ Focal Point for the Task Force can effectively represent the agency as a whole.

As outlined in the Terms of Reference, the IASC Task Force on fuel will be in existence for one year. It will accomplish the majority of its work through internet and video or teleconferencing, though the ToR does envision three meetings of the full Task Force membership: this first meeting in New York; a second to be held via video and teleconference after approximately six months; and the final meeting to be held in Geneva towards the conclusion of the Task Force’s mandate. 
Given the short duration of this Task Force, it would be most beneficial if, to the extent possible, the same Focal Point from each agency could participate in all three of these meetings.

Please note that the co-chairs of the Task Force felt it appropriate, given the stated goal of working directly with technical experts and other “non-traditional” humanitarian actors, to invite the participation in the Task Force of a few non-IASC members. We look forward to their participation in the meeting as well.

The International Rescue Committee is located in the same building as the Women’s Commission: 122 East 42nd Street in New York. The meeting will be held in the 11th floor conference room. 

Please direct  any questions regarding this meeting or the Task Force in general to Erin Patrick, consultant to the Women’s Commission’s Fuel and Firewood Initiative, at erinp@womenscommission.org.
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DRAFT AGENDA:
INTER-AGENCY STANDING COMMITTEE  
TASK FORCE ON FUEL IN HUMANITARIAN SETTINGS

FIRST MEETING

International Rescue Committee 11th floor Conference Room
122 East 42nd St, New York

23-24 May 2007

DAY ONE, MAY 23rd:

Morning session, 9:30am – 12:30pm

1). Housekeeping:

· Decision on official name of Task Force

· Formal acceptance of co-chairs

2). Proposed Terms of Reference/workplan:

· Discussion of ToR, workplan; incorporation of comments as necessary
· Scope of work, including types of household energies and range of humanitarian emergencies to be addressed
· Formal acceptance of ToR, workplan
3). Discussion of relationship of IASC Task Force on fuel and distinct network on fuel
4). Membership/external review committee:

· Discussion/recommendations of possible additional non-IASC members of Task Force

· Discussion of establishment of external review committee: 

· Scope of work

· Possible members
Afternoon session, 1:30pm – 5pm

1). Issue mapping:

· Determination of which Task Force members are undertaking which types of fuel-related activities, and in which locations worldwide (based on information compiled via the attached questionnaire)
· Discussion of specific fuel-related issues of concern per sector (see attached sectoral diagram for examples); determination of what should be the particular areas of focus for the work of the Task Force

DAY TWO, MAY 24th:

Morning session, 9:00am – 1:00pm

1). Determining sectoral responsibilities:

· Determination of which Task Force members should have initial responsibility for drafting guidance on specific roles/responsibilities per cluster/sector, for later review, discussion and acceptance by the Task Force as a whole

2). Next steps for the Task Force (based on accepted workplan)






