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Background
Over many decades humanitarian policymakers and practitioners have focused primarily on rural emergencies and disasters. However, with the recognition that urban areas already are and increasingly will be where humanitarian needs are to be met, humanitarian actors and agencies are increasingly directing their attention to cities in the developing world. During the last few years, two trends have emerged, demanding rethinking of modalities and approaches to urban based humanitarian response. Firstly, conflict and disasters often drive large-scale sudden displacements of rural populations to cities and towns. This trend has increased considerably in recent years; more and more refugees and internally displaced people migrate to cities and towns during and after conflict, seeking protection or to reduce their visibility. Discussions on assistance methods to population displaced in urban areas have started including thinking of modalities of assistance for population outside camps in urban areas. Secondly, more and more natural disasters such as earthquakes, typhoons, storms etc are occurring in cities, highly vulnerable to the impact of natural disasters. The recent disasters in Haiti, the Phillipines, and Indonesia etc have placed significant pressures on humanitarian organizations in relief, recovery and reconstruction in urban areas. Operations in urban contexts can not be viewed in the same way as operations in rural contexts. They take place on a completely different scale and are multidimensional, raising issues of a financial, spatial, societal, economic, political and administrative nature. The recent real time evaluation of the Haiti response also highlights the need for the humanitarian community to review how it should adapt to urban responses and identify the necessary expertise, tools, knowledge, and partnerships to be able to operate effectively in such environments. 

In March 2009, the IASC Working Group agreed to establish a Task Force on Meeting Humanitarian Challenges in Urban Areas, led by UN-HABITAT, to develop a strategy paper for the 75th Working Group meeting in November 2009. The Task Force prepared the following:

1. An assessment of key strategic and practical challenges and institutional gaps in administering humanitarian assistance in urban areas; and 

2. A set of recommendations for an IASC strategy and action plan to strengthen humanitarian operations in urban areas.

In 2010, the Task Force has developed the following:

1. An assessment of key humanitarian tools and approaches and their utility for urban areas

2. Case studies of Nairobi, Eldoret and Manila to understand lessons learnt in delivering humanitarian assistance in urban areas, good practices and gaps in responding to emergencies in urban settings

3. Development of a strategy and action plan for providing a framework to the IASC for improving humanitarian assistance in urban areas
Objectives 

The MHCUA Workshop is scheduled to take place from 23-24 September 2010 in Geneva with the objective to review the draft strategy and action plan and provide a platform for IASC organizations, NGOs, Global Clusters and Subsidiary Bodies to discuss and agree on the framework for the strategy and action plan.

A steering group consisting of Task Force members from WFP, WHO, UNICEF, World Vision International and UN-Habitat will present the draft strategy at the upcoming workshop for discussion and agreement.

The workshop aims to achieve the following objectives:

1. Review the draft IASC strategy on Meeting Humanitarian challenges in urban areas and agree on core strategic elements 

2. Based upon the above, agree on action plan and next steps

Expected Outcomes

The outcomes of the meeting will assist in developing a consensus on the draft strategic framework for presentation and discussion at the upcoming IASC Working Group Meeting in November 2010. The specific expected outcomes of the workshop are:

1. Substantive discussion on the key gaps in provision of humanitarian assistance in urban areas
2. Finalization of the draft strategy and action plan
Methodology and Structure
The one and a half day workshop will be structured with both plenary sessions and working groups. 
Participants

The workshop will invite participants from each of the following:

MHCUA Task Force organizations
Global Clusters Leads
IASC Sub Working Group on Preparedness 
IASC Climate Change Task Force and Needs Assessment Task Force

ICRC and IFRC

Humanitarian NGOs

IASC Secretariat 

Documentation

The following draft documentation will be circulated by 7th September 2010.
i) Draft Strategy and Action Plan

ii) Draft Assessment of Tools and Approaches for Urban Areas

iii) Synthesis Paper Case Study Findings from Nairobi, Eldoret, Manila and Port-au Prince

iv) City Case Studies Papers on Manila, Nairobi, Eldoret, and a desk review of urban challenges faced and lessons learnt from Haiti 

Workshop Date and Venue

The workshop is scheduled to take place in Geneva from 23-24 September 2009 at the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue, 114, rue de Lausanne, Geneva. Kindly note that the venue will be re-confirmed at the end of August.
Kindly confirm your participation to Ansa Masaud in the TF Secretariat by COB 26th July 2009 at masaud.unhabitat@unog.ch
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