Inter-Agency Principals Consultation on Gaza
5 January 2009

Draft Agenda

Uninterrupted bombardment on the entire Gaza Strip since 27 December resulted, so far, in 327 registered fatalities and over 1,100 injuries.  However there are indications that these figures may be higher.  80% of the population in Gaza is dependant on humanitarian assistance and the figure is expected to increase.  There are food shortages of flour, rice, sugar, dairy products, milk, canned foods and fresh meats.  The imports entering are insufficient to support the population or to service infrastructure maintenance and repair needs.  The health system is overwhelmed, having already been weakened by the 18- month blockade.  Public utilities are barely functioning: the only electric power plant has shut down.  Some 250,000 people in central and northern Gaza do not have electricity at all due to the damage to fifteen electricity transformers during the air strikes. The water system provides running water once every 5-7 days.  Fuel for heating, needed due to the cold weather, and cooking gas, are no longer available in the market. There has been significant destruction in the Gaza Strip, over 600 targets hit, including roads, infrastructure, the Islamic university, government buildings, mosques and civil police stations.
The Principals may want to discuss:

· Most immediate operational priorities, including from a coordination and funding perspective

· Public advocacy messages

