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Communicable diseases are a major cause
of morbidity and mortality in emergencies.
Populations affected by conflict or natural
disasters are at higher risk of these
diseases due to a number of factors
including displacement, relocation in
temporary settlements, collapsed health
services, and water and food shortages.

The Communicable Diseases in
Emergencies field manual provides
practical guidance to public health
professionals working in emergencies on
the prevention and control of communicable
diseases in these settings. It provides a
systematic approach to the planning,
implementation and monitoring of disease
control activities which are key components
of effective humanitarian response.

This field manual is the result of
collaboration among a number of WHO
departments and several external partner
agencies in reviewing existing guidelines
on communicable disease control and
adapting them to emergency situations.

It is hoped that the manual will provide a
useful tool to ensure evidence-based
interventions are implemented to control
disease and protect the health of
emergency-affected populations.
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Contents

Chapter 1. Rapid Assessment

Describes how to carry out a rapid assessment in an emergency in order
to plan and implement an effective humanitarian response.

Chapter 2. Prevention
Provides technical guidance on interventions for shelter, water and sanitation,
immunization, vector control, food and nutrition, vaccination,
health education and community participation.

Chapter 3. Surveillance
Outlines how to design and implement a surveillance system to monitor
an emergency situation

Chapter 4. Outbreak Control
Focuses on the steps necessary for outbreak control, including preparedness,
detection, confirmation, response and evaluation

Chapter 5. Disease Prevention and Control
Describes clinical features and case management of
the major communicable diseases which threaten
emergency affected populations.
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