[image: image1.emf]

Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC)

The Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) was established in 1992 by General Assembly Resolution 46/182 on strengthening the coordination of humanitarian assistance. The IASC provides a broad representation of today’s international humanitarian organisations covering 90% plus of total international humanitarian spending, consisting of three “families”: The United Nations, IOM, the Red Cross Red Crescent Movement and NGOs, represented by three consortia.

The IASC is composed as follows:
	Full members
	Standing Invitees

	o United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)

o United Nations Development Programme
    (UNDP)

o United Nations Fund for Population Activities
     (UNFPA)

o United Nations High Commissioner for
     Refugees (UNHCR)

o United Nations Human Settlements 
     Programme (UN-HABITAT)

o World Food Programme (WFP)

o Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)

o World Health Organization (WHO)

o Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
    Affairs (OCHA)
	o Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
    (OHCHR)

o Office of the RSG on the Human Rights of IDPs

o International Organisation for Migration (IOM)

o World Bank

o International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)

o International Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC)

o InterAction (more than 160 members)

o International Council of Voluntary Agencies 
    (ICVA, 75 members)

o Steering Committee for Humanitarian Response
    (SCHR, 8 large non-governmental organizations)


Each NGO Consortia invites two additional operational NGO representatives to alternate at the table.

IASC Fora
There are four levels of dialogue that constitute the IASC mechanism:

1) IASC Principals meetings: Heads of IASC organizations chaired by the Emergency Relief Coordinator, currently Ms. Valerie Amos

2) IASC Working Group meetings: Director level, chaired by the Director of OCHA-Geneva, currently Mr. Rashid Khalikov

3) IASC Subsidiary Bodies established to discuss specific humanitarian issues or to develop   technical guidelines

4) Weekly IASC meetings in Geneva and New York

IASC Principals Meetings take place twice a year for one half day and one full day. The ERC also calls ad hoc meetings to discuss specific humanitarian crises.

The IASC meetings at Principals level make strategic or policy decisions; make major operational decisions; advocate common humanitarian principles, collectively or individually, on behalf of the IASC; approve the general work programme of the IASC and of the Working Group; bring key humanitarian issues to the attention of the Secretary- General and the Security Council through the ERC; advocate for improvements to humanitarian concern with organizations and bodies beyond the IASC.
The Chair of the IASC Principals meeting is supported by the Chair of the IASC Working Group and by the IASC Secretariat in Geneva and by the IASC/ECHA Secretariat in New York.
The IASC Working Group meets three times a year, usually in March, July, and November alternating between Rome, Geneva and New York and meeting occasionally in a regional centre. The meetings are hosted by IASC organisations on a rotational basis. The Working Group is chaired by the Director of OCHA Geneva, who is responsible for the preparation of issues, consultations and follow-up actions with support from the IASC Secretariat.
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The IASC Subsidiary Bodies are set up to address critical, priority issues identified by the IASC Working Group, including the preparation of operational guidelines for humanitarian assistance. They usually focus on a particular thematic issue but can at times also be created to address a specific emergency situation. As of July 2011, there are 11 IASC Subsidiary Bodies, divided into sub-working groups, task forces and reference groups.

IASC Subsidiary Bodies have in the past developed several IASC products and guidelines such as the IASC Framework on Durable Solutions for Internally Displaced Persons, IASC Guidelines for Addressing HIV in Humanitarian Settings, IASC Guidelines on Mental Health and Psychosocial Support in Emergency Settings or the Gender Handbook for Humanitarian Action. IASC products can be found at: 
www. humanitarianinfo.org/IASC
The IASC weekly meetings serve as an informal forum for communication and information sharing among a wide range of humanitarian actors. Presenters from IASC agencies and other humanitarian partners from Headquarters, the field, research institutes and think tanks provide briefings on topics of relevance to the wider humanitarian community. Attendance is open to any humanitarian organisation.

IASC Secretariat

The IASC Secretariat is responsible for providing support, facilitating inter-agency processes and servicing the meetings of the IASC and its Working Group as well as monitoring the implementation of the decisions of the IASC. The Secretariat has offices both in Geneva and New York. The main office is in Geneva.
For further information, please consult our website: www. humanitarianinfo.org/IASC
Or contact the IASC Secretariat directly for further questions:
Geneva: pasoma@un.org; New York: lachica@un.org
          Prepared by the IASC Secretariat, July 2011
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