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Background

The third MHCUA Task Force meeting is scheduled to take place in the beginning of September 2009 with the objective to review the draft assessment, strategy and action plan and make recommendations for the strategy and action plan.
In order to have sufficient time to jointly review the specific thematic challenges and draw strategic implications in an inter-active manner, it has been decided to extend the Task Force meeting to a two and a half day Work Shop with a suggested location in Rome from 7 to 9 September 2009.  This will allow all Task Force participants to better interact face-to-face rather than being limited only to participate through teleconference.
Objectives 

1. Review the draft assessment on humanitarian challenges in urban areas and provide substantive feed-back to the thematic findings and conclusions. 
2. Discuss and suggest general and detailed strategies for each of the thematic areas and make recommendations to the final strategic framework and action plan
3. Prepare recommendations for additional research, dissemination of strategies and next steps
Expected Outcomes

The outcomes of the meeting will assist in further fine tuning and developing the full draft of the assessment, strategy and action plan. The specific expected outcomes of the workshop are:

1. Substantive feed-back on the assessment on humanitarian challenges in urban areas

2. A set of overall and detailed strategies for each of the thematic areas, including the action plan

3. A number of specific recommendations for how agencies can build agency specific strategies, additional research, dissemination of strategies and next steps

Methodology and Structure
The 2 ½ day workshop will be structured with plenary and active groups.  Participants will be expected to review individual thematic challenges and proposed strategies in groups and jointly prepare recommendations for the strategic framework.
Participants

Designated Task Force members

IASC Secretariat member

The three assisting consultants

Workshop Date and Venue

The workshop is scheduled to take place in Rome from 7-9 September 2009.  The venue will be confirmed shortly.
Documentation

The draft report will be circulated by 28 August 2009, prior to the workshop.
Logistics

The cost of participation must be covered by each agency or organization. 
Kindly confirm your participation to Ansa Masaud in the TF Secretariat by COB 04 August 2009 at masaud.unhabitat@unog.ch
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