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1. Opening of the meeting

1. The ITAG Chair (John Campbell, UN) welcomed the participants to the 2010 ITAG meeting and noted the wide participation from many agencies (Annex I contains the list of participants). The chair also welcomed the participation of the consultants of the data communications study. The ITAG adopted the agenda and the programme of work for the meeting.
2. Data Communications Study
2. The Chair noted that the main objective of the first day of the meeting was to consider the results of the data communications study, including a response to the recommendations included in the report for consideration by the ICT network, and propose a course of action for its implementation. The CEB Secretariat provided background on the study, after which the Planetworks Team guided the Group discussion through the recommendations and initiatives. 
3. After detailed discussion of each of the initiatives, the Group focused its attention on mechanisms and structures for implementation. Annex II contains the detailed notes provided by Planetworks on the nature of the discussion

4. The ITAG:

a. Thanked Planetworks for the study and commended them for producing a useful and well-structured report.
b. Recommended that the ICT Network accept the recommendations contained in the report.

c. Agreed that it should function as the steering group for the implementation.
d. Proposed creating four working groups to pursue the implementation; including (a) interoperability standards, (b) UN Core Gateway, (c) Multi-Agency shared procurement and (d) Shared city-based network.
e. Proposed creating a temporary project manager position to organize the implementation, with the funding and location to be determined, with the possibility of a shared-cost model for the funding and the CEB Secretariat as a location.

3. MOSS Standards

5. The Chair introduced the representative from the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and the Chair of the Working Group in Emergency Telecoms (WGET) (Mr. Cherif Ghaly) to present and lead the discussion on the issue of the Minimum Operating Security Standards (MOSS). After briefly presenting background information regarding the development of telecommunication standards found within the MOSS, Mr. Ghaly’s presentation focused on the current process for modifying those standards, noting that the reference body had seemed to shift away from the WGET and the ITAG in the latest version. 
6. During the discussion, the representative from the United Nations Department of Safety and Security (DSS), which maintains the responsibility for promulgating the standards across the system, explained that the security management and evaluation process had been evolving, and that some changes had become apart of the MOSS documentation that did not reference the WGET and the ITAG.
7. The ITAG: 
a. Thanked OCHA for the presentation and taking the initiative to address the issue of ensuring that WGET and ITAG remained the proper reference body for telecoms standards within the MOSS.

b. Thanked DSS for an open and fruitful discussion on the process for establishing the standards.

c. Invited the ICT Network to:

i. Reaffirm that WGET remains the reference body for developing the Telecommunications Component of MOSS based on UN-wide and DSS requirements.
ii. Recommend that WGET submit draft UN Emergency Telecommunications standards and guidelines to ITAG for endorsement and further adoption.
iii. Recommend that WGET study the technical implications of the new MOSS document developed by DSS and provide inputs to ITAG
4. IPv6

8. Introducing the topic of the United Nations implementation of version 6 of the Internet protocol (IPv6), the Chair noted that this has been under discussion for many years within the ITAG. The chair recalled that a previous ITAG session had recommended to the ICT Network that agencies agree that all new network equipment purchases be IPv6 ready. The Chair also reminded the ITAG that IPv6 will become mandatory in several years, and organizations of the UN System should take steps to move towards implementation.
9. The presentation by the United Nations Secretariat highlighted the reasons behind the need to change to IPv6, and included a description of the drivers, benefits and features that IPv6 would provide. The presentation concluded with a summary of the steps organizations will need to take to migrate to the new version.

10. During the discussion, the ITAG noted that many elements of the IPv6 implementation may coincide with the initiatives contained within the Data Communications Study recommendations, especially the core gateway, and that there may be a role for the International Computer Centre (ICC).

11. The ITAG: 
a. Thanked the UN Secretariat for taking the lead on this issue, and agreed that it should continue to do so.

b. Agreed that several agencies (UN Secretariat, UNDP, UNICEF and UNFPA) would collectively prepare a statement of work for implementation by mid-May, 2010.

c. Agreed to have a roadmap for implementation ready for presentation to the ICT Network by the end of 2010.
5. Other Telecommunications issues – Update from WGET

12. The representative from the OCHA and the Chair of the WGET provided an update on the recent discussions within the WGET, including an increasing interest in private sector partnerships, not from a product promotion perspective but driven by an interest among members to work on common solutions with relevant vendors. In this regard, they stress that the private sector participants participate as technical specialists rather than as sales representatives.

13. During the discussion, the ITAG noted that a new group was forming within the Department of Field Support to coordinate ICT (and other) activities between the humanitarian and other resident agencies and Peacekeeping activities.
14. The ITAG: 
a. Thanked the OCHA representative/WGET Chair for the interesting update and called for updates of this nature at future ITAG meetings.

b. Stressed the importance of ensuring that any new coordination bodies did not overlap with existing mechanisms, such as the sub-bodies of the ICT Network like the ITAG and the UNDG ICT Tasking Team.

6. Meeting closing

15. The ITAG chair thanked the participants for a productive meeting and closed the meeting early due to inclement weather. 

16. The ITAG thanked the UN Secretariat for hosting the meeting.
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