Emergency Shelter Cluster (ESC)

 Invitation to Training Workshop (28-30 May 07)
UNHCR and IFRC, on behalf of the Emergency Shelter Cluster (ESC), are pleased to invite your organisation to participate in the pilot training workshop for ESC technical specialists.
1) Context
This workshop forms part of the overall training strategy agreed by the ESC, with workshops for cluster coordinators arranged by OCHA and ESC, technical specialists’ training arranged by ESC and further follow up trainings for these groups to be undertaken in various locations. This training strategy is a part of the IASC Humanitarian Reform with the aim to increase global capacity and preparedness in emergency shelter.
2) When/Where

The workshop will be held on 28 - 30 May 2007 in Geneva.
3) Aim, Objectives, Methodology
Based on agreement in the ESC Working Group, the main objectives of the workshop are to provide technical specialists with, in the context of natural disaster and conflict, a deeper understanding and appreciation of:

· emergency shelter approaches;
· emergency shelter techniques;

· emergency shelter standards;

· the role of technical specialists in strategic development;

· assessment, monitoring and evaluation techniques for affected and host populations, pertaining to building damage, resources, and risk management;

· implementation steps for transitional settlement and reconstruction programmes / shelter options;
· construction techniques;
· physical planning.

4) Participants

This pilot training is devoted to the increase of ESC global response capacity in emergencies and can accommodate only a limited number of participants. Therefore, in addition to the two ESC co-chairs, in selecting candidates priority will be given to agencies who commit themselves to release trained staff for ESC support functions in emergencies (please indicate in your response whether such commitment can be made).  
The participants should be shelter specialists, with considerable field experience, who can be deployed to act as Emergency Shelter cluster technical specialists in emergencies.
5) Costs

Costs related to the preparation and delivery of the workshop will be borne by the organizers (workshop design and facilitation, venue, coffee breaks and lunch). Travel and accommodation costs should be covered by the candidates own organisation unless otherwise agreed.
6) Feedback
Responses to this invitation should be sent by COB 15/05/2007 to either one of the two following focal point persons:
- Adelmo Risi
UNHCR
<risi@unhcr.org>

Tel: +41 (0)22 739 7926

Cell: +41 (0)78 774 64 07

- Mark Werdmuller

IFRC

<marc.werdmuller@ifrc.org>
Tel : +41 (0)22 730 4470
Cell : +41 (0)79 245 72 44

Agencies may propose more than one candidate. 
Please specify whether you need support to cover travel and/or accommodation costs.
7) Note: this is the second training session planned by the Emergency Shelter Cluster, and interested candidates who are not selected for this workshop can be taken into consideration on the later occasions.

With best regards,

Yoichiro Tsuchida
Chief Technical Support Section

UNHCR

Graham Saunders
Head of Shelter Department

IFRC
