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1.Increasing humanitarian vulnerability in East 
Jerusalem

• Since 1967, Israeli measures and policies

– have altered the status of East Jerusalem, contrary to 
international law and UN SC resolutions

– have affected the residency status of East Jerusalem 
Palestinians, their access to education and health services and 
their ability to plan, build and develop communities

• = ‘push factors’ undermining the Palestinian presence in 
East Jerusalem
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2. Increasing isolation of East Jerusalem

• East Jerusalem focus for medical care, education, 
economic activity, social and family relationships and for 
worship for all Palestinians in West Bank and Gaza Strip

– Israeli measures – residency status, checkpoints and restrictive 
access policies – cut off East Jerusalem from the rest of West 
Bank and Gaza Strip 

– Barrier compounding physical, political, economic, social and 
cultural separation of East Jerusalem
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‘Push factors’ affecting East Jerusalem 
residents

• Residency Status 

• Planning, Zoning and Demolitions

• Settlements

• The Barrier

• Restrictions on Access to Education
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1. RESIDENCY RIGHTS
•Under Israeli law, East Jerusalem Palestinians 
defined as ‘permanent residents’ of Israel, not 
citizens 

•Approx. 14,000 East Jerusalem Palestinians have 
had residency revoked since 1967

• Permanent residency status not automatically 
transferred through marriage nor to holder’s 
children

• Impact: ‘illegal’ residents; unregistered children; 
divided families.
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2. PLANNING, ZONING AND 
DEMOLITIONS

• Since 1967, Israel has failed to provide a planning 
framework to meet basic housing and development needs 
= serious shortage in housing & infrastructure

• # permits granted annually does not meet housing 
demands - shortfall of over 1,000 units per year

• Residents no choice but build ‘illegally’ = demolitions

• Children - 50 percent of the Palestinian population -
disproportionately impacted by displacement
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3. SETTLEMENTS IN EAST JERUSALEM

• Since 1967, Israel constructed settlements in East Jerusalem, in
contravention of international law

– A ‘municipal layer’ including some of the largest settlements in 
the oPt, with population of approx. 200,000 

– A ‘metropolitan layer’ constructed in wider area of Jerusalem

– An ‘inner layer’: Land and property also expropriated from 
Palestinians to create settlements in Palestinian residential 
areas, the ‘Holy Basin’ area 
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Settlement layers in the Jerusalem 
Area 
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4. IMPACT OF THE BARRIER

• Category 1: Palestinian communities in 
East Jerusalem find themselves on ‘West 
Bank’ side of the Barrier. 

– Now need to cross checkpoints to access 
health, education and other services which 
they are entitled as residents of Jerusalem.
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4. IMPACT OF THE BARRIER

• Category 2: Approx. 2,500 Palestinians in 16 
West Bank communities localities ‘dislocated’ to 
the ‘Jerusalem’ side of Barrier.

• Face uncertain residency status, impeded 
access to basic services and potential 
displacement.
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• Category 3: West Bank neighbourhoods and 
suburbs of East Jerusalem, once closely 
connected to the urban fabric, now walled out.

– Devastating social and economic consequences.

4. IMPACT OF THE BARRIER
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• Barrier also separates rural communities 
from land in Jerusalem hinterland

– Impeded access for farmers and decline in  
agricultural production and livelihoods

4. IMPACT OF THE BARRIER
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5. RESTRICTIONS ON ACCESS TO 
EDUCATION

• Chronic shortage of at least 1,000 classrooms in East Jerusalem, and 
existing facilities substandard or unsuitable 

– Pupils often accommodated in rented houses which do not meet 
basic educational and health standards 

– Parents resort to fee-paying alternatives although pupils entitled 
to free education under Israeli law 

– 1000’s of pupils not enrolled in any educational institution. 

• Zoning and other planning restrictions restrict new construction and 
expansion 

• Waqf schools threatened by demolition / sealing orders
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SUMMARY OF 5 ‘PUSH FACTORS’

• Uncertain residency status

• Inadequate planning and zoning

• Impact of settlements
• Impact of Barrier

• Inadequate and substandard education 
facilities
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EAST JERUSALEM: INTEGRAL PART OF 
OPT

• East Jerusalem a focus for specialized medical care, 
education, economic activity, and for worship for all 
Palestinians in West Bank and Gaza Strip 

• Restrictions since 1967:

– Palestinian residents of West Bank and Gaza Strip prohibited from 
residing in East Jerusalem, other than through ‘family unification’

– Palestinians from West Bank and Gaza Strip need permits to enter
East Jerusalem for education, health and other vital services
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RESTRICTIONS ON ACCESS TO HEALTH 

• Residents of West Bank and Gaza Strip rely on 6 
hospitals in East Jerusalem, for routine, specialised and 
emergency health services unavailable elsewhere.

• In West Bank permit regime, checkpoints and the Barrier 
and blockade on Gaza impair access to East Jerusalem 
hospitals for patients and escorts

• Physical and bureaucratic obstacles hamper ability of 
medical staff to access workplaces in East Jerusalem

• 90 percent of medical students at Al Quds Medical 
School from West Bank, need permits to attend training 
in specialities in East Jerusalem hospitals
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Increasing Isolation of East Jerusalem

• In conclusion:

– Israeli measures – residency status, 
checkpoints and restrictive access policies –
cut off East Jerusalem from rest of West Bank 
and Gaza Strip 

– Barrier compounding physical, political, 
economic, social and cultural separation of 
East Jerusalem
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The Way Forward

• As occupying power, Israel is responsible under international 
law for ensuring that humanitarian needs of people in East 
Jerusalem are met, and that Palestinian residents are able to 
exercise their right to freedom of movement, work, housing, 
health, and education

• Israel is responsible for ensuring that East Jerusalem remains 
an integral part of the West Bank and that the entire Palestinian 
population has the right to reside in, and access the city

• Only the full implementation of relevant UN Security Council 
resolutions, in the context of a negotiated permanent status 
agreement, will realize an end to the 1967 occupation and a just
resolution to the question of Jerusalem


