IASC Core Group on Humanitarian Space Meeting Notes

24 February
Co-chairs: Allegra Baiocchi (OCHA), Arnhild Spence (NRC)
Participants: IASC Secretariat, ICRC, ICVA, IOM, IFRC, NRC, OCHA, UNICEF, WHO, WFP, World Vision 
Agenda Item 1: Update on the Humanitarian Space Session Plan IASC-WG

· OCHA presented the finalised session (attached) plan for the humanitarian space item at the March IASC WG, consisting of (1) a panel discussion on operating in complex security environments, based on the recent study “Stay and Deliver”; (2) a discussion on engaging with non-State armed groups focusing on the possible adoption of an IASC statement on counter terrorism measures and humanitarian action; and (4) a presentation by the co-chairs of the civil-military forum of the gaps in humanitarian civil-military coordination. 
· The group endorsed the proposed session plan.

Agenda Item 2: Operating in complex security environments

· With regard to the first sub-item of the humanitarian space session at the March IASC WG, OCHA informed that the list of panellists was being finalised and requested relevant members to kindly confirm their participation by the end of the week.  OCHA suggested two sets of expected outcomes from the discussion: an IASC agreement on the need to strengthen acceptance based measures for humanitarian actors operating in high risk environments and a commitment to reinforce adherence to humanitarian principles.
· UNICEF noted that there was a lack of clarity with regard to the data used for the study and whether it referred to humanitarian aid or aid in general. It was therefore not clear if findings related specifically to humanitarian aid and, hence, issues related to humanitarian space. OCHA took note and suggested that the research team be asked to provide details on their data collection.

· ICRC noted that not only humanitarian actors would have to commit to acceptance but also State and non-State actors. ICRC also reiterated the importance of addressing the gap between statements and practice when it came to adherence to humanitarian principles. As noted in the study, humanitarian actors who do not, or can not, comply with humanitarian principles create risks of the entire humanitarian community. If agencies do not have the means or the political will to operate in accordance to humanitarian principles they should refrain from engaging as humanitarians in these contexts.
· World Vision suggested looking at the role of UNDSS in reinforcing and promoting acceptance as a security management approach. It was agreed to look at possible recommendations in this regard.

Agenda Item 3: Counter-terrorism and humanitarian action

· NRC briefed the group on the Roundtable on counter terrorism and humanitarian action, organised by NRC and ODI on 21 February as a special event of the core group, with the participation of core group members, selected academics and field practitioners.

· Core Group members expressed appreciation for the roundtable discussion and for the proposed IASC messages presented. Members also took note of the suggested follow up action which included  (1)a study  mapping existing legal and policy frameworks and documenting implications for humanitarian action through selected case studies; (2) the elaboration of an IASC advocacy strategy on the subject; (3) the preparation of an interim note for the field on the implications of counter terrorism measures on humanitarian operations; and (4) the inclusion of targeted messages on this topic in the ERC’s protection of civilians statements to the Security Council. 
· ACTION:   
· Co-chairs to finalise the session plan with inputs from the group
· OCHA to develop and circulate a background paper on operating in complex security environments to include recommendations as discussed. 
· Core group members to provide NRC with comments on the proposed messages for the use of IASC members on counter terrorism measures and humanitarian action by Friday 25 March cob. 
Next Meeting
· The Core Group agreed to schedule its meetings on the third Thursday of the month. 

· The next meeting of the group is scheduled for Thursday 24 March from 10.00-11.30 NYT-4.00-5.30 GVAT 
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