IASC Core Group on Humanitarian Space Meeting Notes

28 January 2011
Co-chairs: Allegra Baiocchi, Arnhild Spence
1. Draft session plan for humanitarian space item at March IASC WG
· OCHA presented the draft session plan for the humanitarian space item at the March IASC WG, consisting of (1) a panel discussion on operating in complex security environments; (2) a discussion on engaging with non-State armed groups focusing on the possible adoption of an IASC statement on counter terrorism measures and humanitarian action; (3) a short review of UN integration; and (4) a presentation by the co-chairs of the civil-military forum of the gaps in humanitarian civil-military coordination. 
· As an additional item, OCHA proposed the tabling of “minimum requirements on humanitarian space” to be endorsed by IASC for subsequent implementation by Humanitarian Coordinators and Humanitarian Country Teams.  
· The group endorsed the proposal for a panel discussion on operating in complex security environments, emphasising the need to (1) include concrete case studies and field expertise from the region (Yemen, Iraq, oPt, Sudan were mentioned); (2) build on and reinforce the relevant recommendations and messages contained in the OCHA commissioned report “To stay and deliver: good practice for humanitarians in complex security environments”.
· The IASC secretariat suggested that the core group identify concrete deliverables from the panel discussion, which would form the basis for common approaches to be adopted by the IASC. The IASC WG needed a concrete proposal for what to agree and how to take work forward.

· The group agreed to postpone the proposed discussion and review of UN integration, as well as the field manual on humanitarian access, to a future IASC WG meeting. The integration issue would be partly addressed by the panel discussion. 
· ACTION:   
· Co-chairs to revise and re-circulate session plan for the IASC WG in Cairo.

· Co-chairs to develop concrete recommendations, to include minimum requirements for the field, to be presented at the IASC-WG

· Members to propose panellists for the discussion on operating in complex security environments by Tuesday 8 February.

· Core group to discuss recommendations contained in the OCHA commissioned study at its next meeting, with a view to making a proposal to the IASC WG for follow up action.

2. Draft IASC statement on counter terrorism instruments and humanitarian action
· NRC introduced a draft IASC statement on counter terrorism instruments and humanitarian action, recalling that the IASC WG in Rome last November had requested the core group to prepare advocacy statements on humanitarian space for the use by IASC Principals, and to include this work in the 2011 work plan of the core group. The IASC WG in Rome had expressed interest in developing statements for Principals on the two subjects of “criminalisation of aid” and “UN integration”. The draft statement on counter terrorism instruments and humanitarian action constituted a first attempt to deliver on this request. It was drafted and presented in order to kick start a discussion and consensus building at the level of the core group. 

· NRC informed that it would organise a roundtable with ODI in the coming weeks, with the participation of field practitioners and academics, in order to analyse the issues and to elaborate proposals for IASC action. NRC invited the core group to the roundtable. 

· The group was generally positive towards analysing the humanitarian implications of counter terrorism instruments, but cautioned against issuing an IASC statement before a proper reflection had taken place. The Group emphasised the need to involve the relevant donors in this reflection, at the appropriate time, and the need to develop response strategies for the IASC as a matter of priority.
· The group showed considerable interest in the NRC-ODI roundtable, but noted that several members would be unable to participate on short notice. A date was subsequently fixed for 21 February.
· ACTION

· NRC to circulate a concept and agenda for the roundtable (done 2 February).
· Members to review the draft IASC statement and provide preliminary comments to the co-chairs by cob, Tuesday 8 February.
3. 2011 Workplan
· No discussion took place under this agenda item.

· ACTION 

Co-chairs to circulate draft 2011 Work plan in advance of the next meeting.
4. Next Meeting
· Date to be determined shortly. 
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