IASC

Inter Agency Standing Committee

Draft Minutes of IASC Gender Sub-Working Group 
8 April 2007

Participating agencies: WHO, UNFPA (Geneva and NY), BCPR (Geneva and NY),  OCHA from New York, OHCHR New York, UNICEF, WFP from Rome, ICRC,  CARE. 
Agenda items included:

1. Updates on IASC activities

1.1 Update on GenCap
· Interviews for the various gender positions have taken place.

· Work on training for Gen Cap people initiated: Sarah Murison will develop training materials.  
· M& E Framework - Global Policy Institute in Berlin has been contracted to develop M & E framework to measure impact of gender programming.

· J Holme has sent letter to all humanitarian coordinators informing them of availability of gender advisers.

Action:
Send out letters of invitation to relevant staff  (the cost will be covered by their own agency)

Action:
Funds still needed as US$104,000 budget of which only US$75,000 available.

1.2 Update on cluster appeal:

· Informal discussions took place with selected MS (e.g. USA, Canada)

· Gender as cross cutting issue generally well received, although a few cluster leads unhappy - while recognize need to do more (e.g. protection), others do have gender well integrated, eg. early recovery.
· More exchanges needed w/cluster leads - recognize ongoing efforts. Each cluster should identify a focal point for mainstreaming(this needs formalizing).

· SWG should also identify a focal point for interacting with cluster lead. Possible distribution:

- HCR/IOM - camp management and camp coordination.

- WFP - nutrition

- UNICEF - water and sanitation

- WHO - health/water and sanitatio
Action:
Circulate matrix of clusters and identify 1-2  

focal points that would be responsible to: 

a) contact cluster lead


b) interact with cluster on a regular basis and participate in meetings.

Action:
SWG to send letter to cluster heads

Action:
Develop TOR for focal points (R Groenen

 will do first draft for circulation)

Action:
Continue to emphasize need for ore activities and link activities to budget
· Cluster/sector leadership training - SWG was successfully represented by T Sleeuwenhoek who managed market stall and distributed relevant materials. 

1.3.
Update from GBV Working Group
· Roll out of the GBV guidelines: Training workshops have been held in Uganda (3 one day workshops in Gulu  and Kampala) and in Colombia (2 two day workshops) with UN (to familiarize them with the guidelines), national groups and government bodies. (Minutes are available).
· Lessons learned:

· for guidelines to be implemented need champion agency for sectors.

· Need to identify how to get women involved.

· Training materials, facilitator's notes and other workshop materials will be forwarded by Beth Vann.

· US$300,000 - German funds available for roll out in 

Chad, DRC, Liberia, Cote d'Ivoire, Nepal, Haiti.
Action: 
GBV Group Minutes to be circulated to SWG mailing list
· It was highlighted that the focus of the work should be on strengthening support to field. For this need to improve clarity of how the various groups interact, including with the Joint Initiative. Need to coordinate also with protection cluster.
1.4 Update on Joint Initiative
Focus of Joint Initiative is on:

a)
advocacy and fundraising

b)
improving joint programming at field level

· TOR for Coordinator have been developed

· Map out what is happening in countries - identify gaps and make necessary changes.

· Still in gestational stages, but focus is on improving results at field level

2. Meeting dates

Need to revisit meeting dates of SWG as currently overlaps with protection cluster and other IASC group meetings.

Date agreed was first Wednesday of every month. 
Action: Send out calendar of dates and book rooms

3. E-mailing list

This is continuously being updated based on what people send, but this may need to be done more systematically at this stage.
Action: 
Send out e-mail to update list 

4. Any other business
· Handbook 

· Sent by pouch by UN Agencies and NGOs
· Translations in Spanish, French and Arabic underway ( need proof readers)but need funds to organize translation to Portuguese and Russian 
· Clinical Management of Rape Guidelines
Arabic translation underway.

Thank you and Best Regards,
Claudia and Henia
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