Needs Assessment Group Meeting

9 June 2009, Geneva

Summary Note and Action Points

The Needs Assessment Group (NAG) convened in Geneva on 9 June 2009 to (i) endorse the non-UN co-chair of the NAG and to (ii) finalise the NAG Work Plan and identify Focal Point Groups for the specific objectives.
After a brief presentation by the Co-chair, Mr. Niels Scott (OCHA), the Group welcomed and endorsed IFRC’s candidacy as the outstanding co-chair. The role as co-chair will be undertaken by Mr. Mamodou Lamin Fye, Senior Officer on Disaster Policy in IFRC's Disaster Policy and Preparedness Department. As Mr. Lamin Fye was not able to attend the meeting due to a previously scheduled mission, IFRC was represented by Mr. Mohammedomer Mukhier, Head of the Disaster Policy and Preparedness Department and Ms. Yvonne Klyman, Senior Officer on Disaster Policy.

The NAG, subsequently, reviewed the Work Plan (attached). With the exception of some suggested changes of language, participants expressed general satisfaction with the content and wording in the Work Plan. As for Annex I attached to the work plan, the Co-chair (OCHA) and the Secretariat noted that this was provided to offer members an overview of the final handbook/guidance, into which many of the activities will feed. As regards the handbook, several participants stressed the need to better the define purpose and audience before commencing the work. With a strong background in developing operational guidance, IFRC volunteered to take the lead on consolidating input from the various Focal Point Groups and develop the final product.

As part of the Work Plan discussions, members were identified to support the implementation of the specific objectives, just as activities for the Focal Point Groups ahead of the next NAG meeting were outlined (See under action points). 
Under AOB, the Co-chair (OCHA) reminded participants that the NAG is to report on progress at the IASC Working Group meeting on 13-15 July 2009. The deadline for background papers to be shared with the IASC Secretariat is 22 June 2009. The NAG Secretariat will prepare a draft background document for the session on needs assessment and will share it with the Group for feedback on COB 12 June 2009 with a request for feedback by no later than COB 20 June 2009. 

The OCHA Co-chair, moreover, noted that the deadline for feedback on the ToR had passed (8 June 2009) and that comments have been received from UNICEF, ICVA, UNDP and Sphere. These changes will be included and the ToR will be circulated with tracked changes to the NAG before being shared with the IASC Working Group for final endorsement.

Action Points:

· The next NAG meeting to take place on 7 July 2009 between 15-17h00.

· The NAG Secretariat to continue consultations on identifying leads and participating members of the Focal Point Groups.

· Focal Point Groups to undertake following activities and report to the NAG Secretariat by 1 July 2009:

· Conduct further consultations to identify key stakeholders relevant to the specific sub-activity;

· Identify lead for the Focal Point Group;

· Review wording and deadlines in work plan and identify impact monitoring and evaluation indicators;

· Provide funding estimates and input to the overall funding strategy to be developed by the NAG Secretariat.

· The draft background paper for the session on needs assessment at the IASC Working Group to be circulated to the NAG by 12 June 2009 and comments and suggested changes are due by COB 20 June 2009. 

· The NAG Secretariat to revise the ToR based on comments received from IASC members and share it with the NAG for approval before circulating it to the IASC Working Group for final endorsement.

The NAG Secretariat, 11 June 2009
 Annex II: List of Participants 

	Surname
	Name
	Organisation
	Title 
	Cluster 
	E-mail
	Telephone
	Mobile

	ANSARI
	Aimee
	Oxfam
	Humanitarian Policy Advisor
	
	aimee.ansari@oxfaminternational.org
	0041 76 718 58 73
	 

	CROISIER
	Alice
	WHO
	 
	
	croisiera@who.int
	0041 22 791 16 44
	 

	ELING
	Kim
	EC 
	Counsellor 
	
	Kim.Eling@ec.europa.eu
	0041 22 918 2236 
	0041 79 699 4465

	GORNALL
	Shelley
	UNHCR
	Data Management Specialist
	 
	gornall@unhcr.org
	0041 22 739 74 31
	 

	HOSKINS
	Alexis 
	OCHA-DVP
	Senior Advisor
	 
	hoskins@un.org
	0041 22 917 4324
	0041 79 444 3757

	JOHANNSEN
	Louise
	OCHA-DVP
	Expert Associate
	 
	johannsen@un.org
	0041 22 917 1843 
	 

	KASTLANDER
	Erik
	OCHA-FIS
	 Information Management Officer
	
	kastlander@un.org
	0041 22 917 15 87
	 

	KLYNMAN
	Yvonne
	IFRC
	Senior Officer
	 
	yvonne.klynman@ifrc.org
	0041 22 730 44 77
	 

	LAWRY-WHITE
	Simon
	IASC Secretariat
	 Chief of the IASC Secretariat
	 
	lawrywhite@un.org
	0041 22 917 3194
	0041 79 500 0013

	McCLUSKEY
	Jean
	UNICEF
	WES Emergencies adviser
	WASH 
	jmccluskey@unicef.org
	0041 22 909 56 16
	 

	MICHEAU
	Pascale
	OCHA-DVP
	Humanitarian Affairs Officer
	
	micheau@un.org  
	0041 22 917 1554 
	0041 79 444 7051

	MUKHIER
	Mohammed Omar
	IFRC
	Head Dept. Disaster Preparedness and Policy
	 
	mohammedomer.mukhier@ifrc.org
	0041 730 44 30
	 

	SCOTT
	Niels
	OCHA-DVP
	Senior Policy Officer
	 
	scott2@un.org
	 0041 22 917 3518
	0041 79 620 8198

	THOMAS
	Manisha
	ICVA
	Policy Officer
	 
	manisha@icva.ch
	0041 22 950 9600
	0041 79 253 5811

	DHUR
	Agnes
	WFP
	Senior Programme Advisor
	
	agnes.dhur@wfp.org
	0039 6 6513 36 50
	 

	LEON
	Esteban
	UNHABITAT
	Disaster and Post-Conflict
	
	leon.unhabitat@unog.ch
	0041 22 917 87 57
	0041 79 504 08 35

	SUTYOKO
	Esty
	OCHA-ROAP
	 Humanitarian Affairs Officer
	 
	sutyoko@un.org
	 
	 

	YOSHIDA
	Yuki
	IASC Secretariat
	Humanitarian Affairs Officer
	 
	yoshiday@un.org  
	0041 22 791 36 19
	 


