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Drought crisis in Somalia - the Nordic countries re-affirm their commitments.

The four Nordic countries Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden met in Stockholm on 28 March with the United Nations Country Team (UNCT) on Somalia to review the worsening humanitarian crisis in Somalia due to the increasingly severe drought in the south and central parts of the country. The meeting also benefited from the presence of the Secretary General´s Special Humanitarian Envoy for the Horn of Africa, Mr Kjell-Magne Bondevik, former Prime Minister of Norway.

The meeting noted with concern that millions of people in the Horn of Africa were succumbing to the effects of drought and food shortages.  In the region, Somalia was particularly hard hit with more than 2 million people, or 25% of its population, affected and in need of life saving relief and livelihood support. The mainstay of the Somali economy - pastoralism and subsistence farming - had lost most of its carrying capacity, prompting new population movements in search for water, food and other means of survival. 

The updated Consolidated Appeal (CAP) from the United Nations gave a stark image of how food and water depletion in particularly southern Somalia were compounded by continued threats to human security due to inter- and intra-clan fighting and other forms of local security problems making use of prevailing lawlessness. With the needs assessment up from USD 174 million to USD 327 million – almost a doubling - the updated CAP exemplified both the seriousness of the humanitarian situation and the rapid deterioration of the fierce impact of the drought.   

The Nordic countries agreed that the scale of the crisis transcends the need for emergency relief and should be part of a long-term approach to rebuilding sustainable livelihoods and peace in Somalia. Support to the Transitional Federal Institutions (TFIs) and their reconciliation and peace-building efforts should therefore take due account of the vulnerability of large segments of the Somali population to the consequences of drought including to traditional survival mechanisms and livelihoods.

The Nordic countries agreed to support Somalia in the present dire conditions and confirmed that their support to the needs highlighted in the revised CAP would increase with due consideration to the regional dimensions of the humanitarian crisis. So far, in the response to the needs covered by the CAP, the Nordic countries accounted for some USD 50 million, in addition to more developmental assistance and support to institution building in Somalia. 

The Nordic countries made the following conclusions:

· In welcoming recent improvements in the humanitarian access, the Nordic countries stressed the importance of free and unhindered humanitarian access to those in need and urged humanitarian agencies to continue to promote the awareness at all levels of the Somali society, including the TFIs as well as regional authorities, of humanitarian principles based on international humanitarian law, human rights and independent needs assessments;

· The TFP should pronounce itself on the importance of nation-wide respect for humanitarian principles and free access so as to be instrumental in facilitating effective distribution of relief and other forms of livelihood assistance in a fair and balanced manner according to need;

· The TFG through its Ministerial Disaster Committee should be kept abreast of any new needs assessment, including any problems in reaching out to those most in need due to insecurity or other factors hindering access. The TFG should help facilitate humanitarian access to most affected areas and population groups, including  to existing and new IDPs;

· As illustrated by the CAP, a comprehensive approach to the drought is necessary, addressing also the long-term threats to traditional survival mechanisms and the fragile environment in Somalia. Due attention should also be given to the risks of school closure and drop out from school providing a source for new recruits to militia fighting  

· The aid agencies should make special efforts to strengthen local capacities in sustaining and delivering social services and to this effect also work with local civil society, notably women´s and other community-based civil society organizations

· Food aid interventions should make precautions against any detrimental impact on local markets, misuse of relief or any other improprieties in reaching out to those in need  

· Relief assistance should be provided with due consideration to the principle of “doing no harm”;

· In consultation with TFIs and local communities efforts should be made to use the humanitarian crisis as a vehicle to promote reconciliation and conflict prevention at local level and thereby improving the effectiveness of aid, strengthening the resilience capacity of local communities and building readiness to handle risks of renewed fighting for example over scant water and grazing resources; 

· The Nordic countries recognized the difficult operating environment in Somalia and ensuing high costs for operational support, such as for logistics and security.

· The regional inter-country dimensions of the present crisis in Somalia should be addressed, including the role of IGAD;

· The Nordic countries emphasised the need to harmonise donor support to the present crisis in a transparent manner and strengthen the readiness for humanitarian response inter alia through flexible and accountable financing mechanisms;

·  The Nordic countries encourage and support the Humanitarian Coordinator in implementing the new humanitarian response instruments, such as the IASC coordinated cluster leadership, and in reporting regularly on achievements in addressing the present crisis in Somalia. Such reporting should also include information on support from individual donor countries and any specific features of such support. It was noted that Nordic NGOs were actively engaged in addressing the present crisis throughout the country.  The Humanitarian Coordinator should also keep the TFG regularly updated on available resources, donor contributions, needs met and outstanding requirements, including in addressing any upcoming obstacles to effective delivery of assistance.

Stockholm 28 March 2006  
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