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The purpose of this Noteis to inform the Principals about a meeting anquest
support for the continued process as outlinedigrtbte.

An informal meeting was held with senior managersmf agencies with nutrition
program to 1/ review matters arising from reacauritional and mortality surveys in
Darfur and to discuss concrete action for next doahsurveys as regards Darfur and
2/ to explore the interest in and support foe#uort to establish a systems wide effort
to put mechanisms in place to ensure that we iecde required baseline data for
program management and measuring progress, ahitied stages of an emergency,
and that these data are available to the entmmaramity. The working process should
make use of resources and methods available toutmanitarian response system.

General points on Darfur discussion.

Participants agreed that they should work togetbesupport the establishment of a
regular program of assessments in Darfur. Theseldvbe undertaken under the
leadership of the Humanitarian Co-ordinator (HC)tty UN country team and partner
humanitarian NGOs working together - if possiblelinse co-operation with local and
national authorities. EXxisting nutrition and hbatb-ordination mechanisms would be
utilized to agree a joint approach - utilizing thembined logistical and technical
infrastructure currently at the disposal of the ramges, and adapting current best
practice to take account of security and other tcaims.

Given the obvious linkage between Darfur and Chatithe need to have data on both
sides of the border to improve planning and coatitam, it was agreed that mortality
and nutrition surveys using similar methodologies guestions should occur on the
Chad side of the border as well as within Darfur.

Agreed conclusions for the general approach.

1. In a specific crisis all humanitarian actordN(UNGO, local and national authorities,
donor entities, and civil society) neegliable quantitative information on food and
health security, nutritional status and mortality patterns (and rates) obtained as
early as possible, and updated in a systematiciciasht regular intervals. The
emphasis in such early assessments should be onngeas comprehensive coverage
of the affected population as possible, though telgess of personnel, together with
logistic, security and other challenges may lirh# £xtent to which this is possible in
practice.



2. ldeally all humanitarian actors would have tpportunity of participating in the
conduct of assessments. The process woudt lieclusive as possible

3.Humanitarian actors working in the specific risituation would be encouraged to
meet in order to agree, then revise (as necesa\dtrategy for assessmentswhy
they are being done (ensuring that the focus isngmly programmatic), what
information is being obtained, from whom, where aviten, by whom, how and with
what frequency, and which methods are to be usedralysis, interpretation, sharing
with interested parties within the at risk popwati presentation, and - if appropriate -
dissemination.

4. The humanitarian actors woutéed to use a servicehat (a) interprets the nutrition
and health information obtained through surveys sundeillance, and (b) establishes
the implications of this information for those ireptenting humanitarian responses.

5. Protocols would be established at the local and nationadllés the validation and
public dissemination of nutrition and health infatmon about at risk populations so
that (a) information, once disseminated, is ownatectively by the UN country team
together with (ideally) organizations of the Red€¥ and Red Crescent movement,
NGOs and the national authorities, and (b) the nudd#issemination empowers those
working at the heart of the crisis, enabling therbé¢ more effective.

6. Securing resourcesthe humanitarian actors involved in a particulasisrwould set
up a system through which the prompt and regulbecon of reliable food, nutrition,
health and mortality data, and the production ébrimation on a continuing basis, is
made possible through resources being made awaitbland when needed (so that
lack of funds cannot be used as an excuse for elélagtion). It is likely that within
IASC and related mechanisms, these same actoradviticate strongly for evidence-
based humanitarian responses, and will call forodeeld funding of assessments.

Action Points:

UN Country Team will implement regular nutritionslirveillance and mortality rate
assessments among affected populations in Darfua astical contribution to the
management of the humanitarian response program.

The principal sources of technical advice to themidnitarian Co-ordinator will be
WEFP (food security), UNICEF and WHO (nutritionalrseillance) and WHO (health
security and mortality).

These technical advisory agencies will establislseavice to provide continuous
interpretation of available health, nutrition andrtality data on the Darfur crisis in
conjunction with the Humanitarian co-ordinator ahé stakeholders (UN, NGO and
local and national Government).

If IASC principals agree standard procedures foformation collection and
interpretation during humanitarian crises shouldiéeeloped under the auspices of the
IASC.



Technical staff from concerned UN system and NG@dmitarian agencies — will take
the lead in developing this proposal during eafl92

It was proposed and agreed that a larger meetinghwhcludes UN, NGOs and other
actors with expertise in the sector or nutritionl &ealth should be held in late January
2005 subject to practical arrangements.

That further, use be made of planned internatioredtings on nutrition in the first half
of 2005, to create a collaborative resource forlibtter coordination of and use of
expertise.

Proposals would be reviewed by the IASC workingugr@and then submitted to the
IASC Plenary.



