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I Background

The IASC Task Force on Safe Access to Firewood and alternative Energy in Humanitarian Settings (IASC Task Force SAFE) was endorsed by the IASC Working Group in March 2007, and was established in May 2007, with a one-year mandate. The guiding purpose of the Task Force is to reduce exposure to violence, contribute to the protection of and ease the burden on those populations collecting wood in humanitarian settings worldwide, through solutions which will promote safe access to appropriate energy and reduce environmental impacts while ensuring accountability.

The Task Force is co-chaired by UNHCR, WFP and the Women’s Commission for Refugee Women and Children, working under the authority of InterAction. Other Task Force member agencies include: FAO, IFRC, IOM, OCHA, UNDP, UNEP, UNFPA, UN-Habitat, UNICEF, UNIDO-Sudan, and WHO.

II Update on Activities

In order to achieve its stated goals, the Task Force has created three main outputs: 1). A matrix on agency roles and responsibilities for ensuring a coordinated, multi-sectoral fuel strategy in humanitarian settings; 2). A set of decision tree diagrams on factors affecting the choice of fuel strategy in humanitarian settings; and 3). The International Network on Household Energy in Humanitarian Settings and accompanying website. All three outputs provide practical guidance on developing effective, holistic coordination and response mechanisms for the range of concerns associated with household energy in humanitarian settings.

2.1 Output 1: Matrix on Agency Roles and Responsibilities for Ensuring a Coordinated, Multi-Sectoral Fuel Strategy in Humanitarian Settings

The goal of the matrix is to provide a practical tool for determining the priority activities that must be undertaken in the development of an effective fuel strategy, as well as the specific agencies with responsibility for ensuring that these activities are indeed undertaken and those agencies with additional relevant expertise on the topic. It is targeted to field-based actors from a range of response sectors: camp coordination/camp management; emergency shelter; environment/natural resource management; food/nutrition; health; information/education/communication (IEC); livelihoods/ development/food security; and protection. 

The matrix has been finalized as a working draft and will be disseminated to Task Force member agency field offices for a review and comment period from June-September 2008. Each Task Force member agency has selected two field offices to target for the review process, and the sum of field offices represents a diversity of regions; a mix of refugee and internal displacement settings; and both acute emergencies and protracted settings. Feedback from field offices will then be incorporated into the final version of the matrix, which will be presented to the IASC Working Group for endorsement in November 2008.

2.2 Output 2: Decision Tree Diagrams on Factors Affecting Choice of Fuel Strategy in Humanitarian Settings

The goal of the decision tree diagrams is to provide a practical tool for site planners, camp managers and others field-based actors for addressing the range and difference of fuel-related considerations during the development of a comprehensive fuel strategy, recognizing that there is no single fuel or energy technology relevant and appropriate for use in all contexts. Thus this diagram presents a clear means of determining which relevant factors should influence the choice of fuel strategy, based on simple responses to a series of questions about priorities, access, availability, etc.

Two versions of the decision tree diagrams have been finalized as working drafts: one for use during the acute emergency phase of response, and the second for use in protracted settings. The diagrams will be disseminated to select field offices and other commentators as per the field review process outlined above for review of the Matrix. 

It is intended that final versions of the diagrams will be presented to the IASC Working Group for endorsement in November 2008.

2.3 Output 3: Creation of the International Network on Household Energy in Humanitarian Settings and Website

The International Network on Household Energy in Humanitarian Settings was created in June 2007 following a meeting of interested non-governmental organizations and other members at InterAction in Washington, DC. Membership has been steadily growing and the Network now consists of approximately 75 individual members representing UN agencies, NGOs, research institutions, universities, and donors. 

The Network’s website for technical information on fuel-related initiatives appropriate for use in the field [www.fuelnetwork.org] was formally launched in April 2008. Additional content is continually being added and the site is managed by the Women’s Commission. The Women’s Commission intends to continue as the Network’s Secretariat for approximately one more year, at which time it is anticipated that another Network member will take over that role.

III Request for Extension of Mandate

The mandate of the IASC Task Force on Safe Access to Firewood and Alternative Energy in Humanitarian Settings expires at the end of May 2008. The Task Force held their last meeting on 8 and 9 May 2008 where they finalized the working drafts of their three key products (as outlined in the Task Force’s TOR). Beginning in June 2008, these working drafts will be circulated for review by field-level partners. The Task Force therefore requests an extension of its mandate until November 2008 when the final products, including field inputs, will be presented to the IASC Working Group for endorsement. 

Proposed Action Point: 

The IASC Working Group: 

1. Is requested to approve a four-month extension (through November 2008) of the mandate of the IASC Task Force on Safe Access on Firewood and alternative Energy in Humanitarian Settings.
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