IASC Task Force on Climate Change

Summary and action points of the meeting held in Geneva 15 Oktober 2009
Participants: Care international, Caritas Internationalis, FAO, ICRC, IFRC, IOM, OCHA, Oxfam, Save the Children UK, UNHCR, UNICEF, UNU-EHS, WFP and WHO and the IASC Secretariat. The meeting was chaired by IFRC as facilitator of the task force.
1. Report from the UNFCCC Climate Change Talks in Bangkok  

The IASC TF discussed the current state of the negotiations. The Chair briefed on the last session in Bangkok. The negotiations continue at a slow pace, with deep divides persisting between the groupings. G77 upholds the historical responsibility of the developed countries and their obligations according to the Convention. Developing countries maintain a strong political pressure for country driven adaptation and request a focus on implementation, rather than on planning. For the LDCs the implementation of the NAPAs is critical. This also underscores the need for Copenhagen to identify fast track funding. In light of the scarce funds currently available for adaptation, some Parties to the UNFCCC have suggested a prioritisation between eligible countries on the basis of their vulnerability to climate change. This gives rise to interest among Parties in how vulnerability can be determined and whether vulnerable countries or people should be prioritised. Liabilities associated with compensation for loss and damage remain a controversial issue. A probable scenario might be that Copenhagen will only bring about a framework agreement, the details of which will be negotiated later.
The IASC agencies in Bangkok continued the awareness-raising on the humanitarian concerns, and focused their work on the contact group on adaptation. Together with UNISDR they provided comments on the non-paper Nr. 8 that served to further streamline the text contained in the consolidated text (FCCC/AWGLCA/2009/INF.2).  The non-paper adopts a strong risk management approach, with emphasis on disaster risk reduction. Humanitarian concerns such as disaster risk management, emergency response, food security, increase in diseases and food security are embedded in the text. The current text highlights the different timescales for adaptation with more emphasis on urgent, immediate and medium term action than in previous negotiating texts.  The importance of local level adaptation action is also retained in the text. UNU noted that the migration/displacement nexus was well received, but Parties were asking for more empirical evidence. WHO and WFP will continue working to improve the language on food security and health. UNU suggested that continued efforts to clarify concepts and provide specific language were needed. Agencies agreed to focus more on NAPAs. A revised non-paper will be presented by the UNFCCC Secretariat shortly. 
Agencies agreed that the meetings between IASC agencies and ISDR had been useful for information sharing and informal coordination and should be continued. DRR advisers from several national delegations participated in one of the meetings with IASC and ISDR which opened for dialogue especially on risk reduction and management as components of climate change adaptation. In general, however, contacts with delegations were considered more effective if done by agencies individually, but outcomes could be shared informally.

· All agencies to continue the information sharing

· Chair to send out more information on the NAPAs

2. Preparations for UNFCCC Climate Change Talks in Barcelona (2-6 Nov 2009) 

Agencies discussed leaflets with key messages to raise awareness of the humanitarian concerns at the negotiations. Agencies agreed that flyers focused on issues like health, food security, disaster response etc by groups of individual agencies would be more effective than common messages. The TF could be used to share these messages so that other agencies could sign on. Agencies agreed to share information about exhibits. 
To ensure efficient media outreach agencies agreed to share information and to quickly investigate opportunities for press events. Save the Children UK will have a colleague with media background at the negotiations (b.dempsey@savethechildren.org.uk).  

Side events:

· WFP with IFRC, FAO, Oxfam, World Vision, WHO and Care will organise a side event on food security in Barcelona, 2 Nov, 13:00-15:00. Instead of having a number of agency representatives as key note speakers, experts, journalists and negotiators will be invited to the side event to discuss the technical paper on food security which will be submitted to UNFCCC. All agencies are invited to contact WFP to contribute or endorse the paper (catherine.zanev@wfp.org). 

· UNU is the focal point for a side event with IOM, NRC, UNHCR on “Climate Adaptation Continuum, Human Migration & Displacement” on the 4 Nov, 15:30-17:30. (warner@ehs.unu.edu). 
· Caritas will have a side event on emissions reduction on Tuesday 3 Nov, 9:00-10:30am.

· World Vision with WHO and Save the Children is organising a side event on maternal and child health on 6 Nov., 9:00-10:30 a.m.(bill.pheasant@worldvision.com.au). 

· MCII is organising a side event on climate risk insurance with Germanwatch, CCRIF, IIASA and Munich Re on 2 Nov, 13:00-15:00 (warner@ehs.unu.edu).

· Tearfund is organising a side event on Local Voices: Adaptation in Mali and Ethiopia” on Tuesday 3 Nov, 18:00-19:30. Tearfund, ACF and IDS share agro-pastoralist perspectives on local capacities to adapt and build livelihood resilience to climatic shocks (sara.shaw@tearfund.org)

· All agencies are encouraged to quickly explore media opportunities and contact the sub-group on communication (pitta@un.org)

· All agencies to consider producing a leaflet with targeted messages on specific issues like health, food security, disaster response etc.

· All agencies are invited to contact WFP to contribute/endorse the paper (catherine.zanev@wfp.org)
3. Preparations for COP 15 
Agencies discussed the idea to organise a “Humanitarian Day” on the 15 December 2009 at the climate change conference in Copenhagen. The Chair reported on a growing interest from the agencies’ Principals to attend COP15, among them IFRC, NRC, Oxfam, World Vision, Care, WFP, UNHCR, IOM, UNU. 
The aim at Copenhagen will be to reach a wider public and the media to highlight the adaptation side of climate change and position the agencies for post-Copenhagen. 

As there will be a flurry of competing events, it will be crucial to concentrate on few events to get a share of the attention. The agencies discussed various options like a visual event involving the principals. OCHA suggested to have several press events on e.g. migration, hunger, water. IFRC suggested to bring in voices from the field to highlight the impacts, UNICEF and UNHCR will look into possibilities to bring in good will ambassadors. Oxfam and WHO are interested in cooperation.
All agencies confirmed the need for quick action and agreed to try to mobilise media departments and step up engagement in the communications sub-group.

COP15 high level arrangements currently known: Preliminary UN plans for COP15, as coordinated by the CEB secretariat for the UN system, include a UN arrangement with ASGs/UN Agency Heads on adaptation on Monday 14 December at 14:00, and a SG high level side event with UN Agency Heads on “UN Delivering as One” on Wednesday 16 December in the evening. According to the UNFCCC secretariat there will be a high level speech on Tuesday 15 December at 16:30 and the official opening ceremony also on 15 December in the evening. The high-level segment takes place 16-18 December.  

· All agencies to contact their media departments to look into synergies and mobilise communicators

· All agencies to step up their engagement in communications and share information about planned events

4. Work plan for 2010

The Chair noted that the Terms of Reference had been endorsed and presented an overview of activities carried out by the agencies in 2009. Agencies then discussed a work plan for 2010. The Chair presented a zero draft for discussion which will include concrete suggestions from the agencies. Some of the activities will depend on the outcome of Copenhagen. OCHA noted that there will most probably be need for continued technical assistance, either for an ongoing negotiation process if COP15 produces only a framework agreement or to operationalise the language and architecture. 

The Chair noted that the regional and national consultations had shown a demand for capacity building, information and knowledge management and sharing of best practices. Activities proposed by the agencies ranged from mainstreaming climate change adaptation into the clusters, further exploring and clarifying the financing mechanisms, tools for climate risk and vulnerability assessments, information-sharing on how to link into the NAPA processes. 

It was agreed that agencies would send ideas to the Chair by Friday 23 October, followed by a teleconference on 28 Oct. 

· All agencies to send concrete proposals for the work plan 2010 to the IASC task force secretariat by 23 October 2009. 

5. AOB
OCHA gave a briefing on the “Regional Conference on Protection Challenges to Climate Change in West Africa”, 15-16 September 2009, in Lomé, Togo. 
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