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Participants of the weekly meeting observed a minute of silence for Osman Ali Ahmed, officer in charge of the UN Development Programme (UNDP) office in Mogadishu, Somalia, who was shot dead on 6 July.
I     Health response to the recent disasters in China and Myanmar

Dr. Eric Laroche, Assistant Director-General, Health Action in Crises of WHO provided a reflection on the humanitarian response following Earthquake in Sichuan in China. The Government was the key actor in humanitarian response, and the leadership and professionalism demonstrated by the Government as well as ordinary Chinese people were highly impressive, especially given the enormous magnitude of the problem. The resources available within China are well used in disaster situations. With respect to health coordination, one area that required assistance was a timely and efficient referral service—following the earthquake: more than 20,000 people was transported to 400 hospitals. The need to include a referral system as part of any contingency planning effort was stressed by Dr. Laroche. Other issues reported by him was the immense need for psycho-social support and the necessity to integrate early recovery efforts in humanitarian response activities from the very beginning.  

Dr. Rudi Coninx, who was the Health Cluster Coordinator in Myanmar in May/June 2008 following Cyclone Nargis, highlighted the importance of including in the clusters local NGOs, Red Cross and line Ministries. Cluster meetings were useful for information sharing of data on who does where what, on disease patterns and provided a forum for giving normative guidance. The information sharing mechanism was useful as it provided an early warning mechanism in case of disease outbreaks, and the mapping exercise of health interventions allowed a gap analysis, helping agencies to focus on filling these gaps. 

Mr. Richard Garfield, Manager of the Health and Nutrition Tracking Service partnership, gave an update on preliminary findings on nutrition and health data gathered through the Post-Nargis Joint Assessment (PONJA), undertaken by the UN, ASEAN and the Myanmar government. The PONJA conclusions are based on 2 surveys, the Village Tract Assessment (VTA) and the Damage and Loss Assessment (DaLA), which covered public health problems faced by the affected population, access to health facilities, functional status of the nearest health facility, medicines availability, health service providers and reported psychosocial problems. The early findings of the survey provided a unique insight on the humanitarian situation as well as response, such as the increase of health service providers in the delta compared to the pre-cyclone period, the magnitude of common health and psychosocial problems, and increased health risks due to reduced access to latrines.  The results of the survey will be available on the IASC website once the survey is released on 21 July 2008. 
II     Briefing on High Level Fact-Finding Mission of the Human Rights Council to Gaza

Mr. James Heenan of OHCHR provided a briefing on the May 2008 high-level fact-finding mission to Gaza, led by Archbishop Tutu and Professor Christine Chinkin (LSE, London).  The Mission was mandated by the Human Rights Council to investigate the 8 November 2006 IDF shelling of a house in Beit Hanoun, which led to 19 civilian deaths. Specifically the mission was mandated to: (a) assess the situation of victims, (b) address the needs of survivors, and (c) make recommendations on ways and means to protect Palestinian civilians against any further assaults. Despite the desire of experts to hear both Israeli and Palestinian views, the Israeli Government did not meet the Mission. The Mission traveled to Beit Hanoun via Egypt, crossing at Rafah. Mr. Heenan summarized the following issues that were identified by the mission: (a) impunity (including for the Qassam rockets) and the need for accountability regardless of whether the shelling was a ‘mistake’ or not; (b) IHL principles of discrimination and proportionality (the use of 155 mm artillery by the IDF in an urban area may not observe the principles of discrimination, proportionality or military necessity), and (c) rights of victims to ongoing medical care, including access to psychosocial support services. To protect Palestinian civilians against further attacks, the Experts have stressed the need for transparent investigation processes after military “mistakes”, with mechanisms ensuring accountability for human rights violations. The Mission previously proposed that a commission to monitor human rights violations on both sides of the conflict be established comprising two individuals of high standing, one representing by proxy Palestine and the other by proxy Israel. The final report of the Mission will be presented to the Human Rights Council in September 2008.
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