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I
Briefing on OHCHR’s mission to Georgia
Ms. Antoanela Pavlova, Human Rights Officer from the Peace Mission Support and Rapid Response Unit of OHCHR, was deployed to Georgia from 19 August to 2 September 2008, and provided a briefing on the mission. The objective of the OHCHR mission was to provide support to UN efforts in the country, conduct a preliminary assessment of the human rights situation, and provide input to the contingency planning efforts of humanitarian agencies. The information in the presentation was gathered exclusively in Tbilisi and the surrounding area from Georgian government sources, international organisations present in Georgia, non-governmental sources present in Georgia and internally displaced persons (IDPs). Ms. Pavlova outlined several human rights concerns, including potential violations of the right to life, the right to freedom from torture, as well as the right to liberty, security, and property. With regard to IDPs, she raised concerns about their enjoyment of rights to adequate shelter, health, education, as well as equal access to social benefits. She also identified concerns about the rights of the population in South Ossetia and in particular in the buffer zone in the absence of independent human rights monitoring and protection mechanisms.  She highlighted unconfirmed allegations of numerous instances of sexual and gender based violence against ethnic Georgians. Ms. Pavlova stressed the need for human rights monitoring and protection mechanisms in place. 
II     Update on the gendered impact of violence in the Georgia conflict
Ms. Maha Muna (Humanitarian Response Branch Specialist) of UNFPA’s Humanitarian Response Branch, briefed on the gendered impact of violence in the Georgia conflict, including specific vulnerabilities faced by the elderly, youth, men, and women. She highlighted the needs of elderly women in particular and noted the concerns raised by men of agriculture loans which were often taken out against homes and property. Access to reproductive health care was addressed by UNFPA through support to the Ministry of Health. She recommended greater emphasis be placed on engaging youth in meaningful ways. She discussed how GBV coordination was initiated under an existing UN joint program and that UNHCR, as well as international and national NGOs, were joining this mechanism. UNIFEM had begun research into GBV and all agencies were now engaged in building prevention and response into programming. This coordination mechanism had strong links with the Georgian parliamentary women's caucus and could build on existing programming for prevention and response, such as UNIFEM research and gender equality programming; UNFPA youth, health, hygiene and psychosocial programs; UNDP rule of law program; UNHCR support to local NGOs providing protection to survivors and World Vision outreach and service provision developed under a trafficking program. She emphasized the need to ensure IASC material was available in humanitarian crisis, preferably in local languages, and that short refresher trainings using the guidelines be built into development of flash appeals. OCHA mentioned that the launch of the revised flash appeal for Georgia will probably be in the week beginning 30 September. The country team was currently preparing the revision, and agencies are requested to coordinate with their respective field colleagues on inputs to the document and revision process. 
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