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I Kenya 

Ms. Hannah Entwisle, IDP policy officer (UNHCR) and Ms. Line Pederson, community service officer (UNHCR) returned from a three month mission with UNHCR to Kenya and debriefed participants about the displacement crisis following the December 2007 presidential election. Ms. Entwisle highlighted some of the key coordination challenges such as the absence of a pre-existing government counterpart and the varying knowledge on cluster concepts.  She outlined the work of the Camp, Coordination and Camp Management cluster, the Protection cluster and the Shelter cluster, including gaps, priority activities, and lessons learned. Ms. Pederson briefed participants about the UNHCR operation in Nakuru and identified the priorities. She highlighted challenges such as the limited number of operational partners in certain sectors, the need for improved expertise on assisting IDPs in host communities, and the need for better information on the population and their movements. During the discussion, participants encouraged agencies to work with governments to support their existing coordination structures, rather than displacing them with a parallel system. Also raised during the discussion was the need for contingency planning that includes cluster concepts and government counterparts.  A participant from OCHA raised the importance of HIV, given the high prevalence rate and the need for better response to ensure those displaced can maintain ARV treatment and that treatment for those exposed to HIV as a result of gender based violence was available.
II Earthquake in Sichuan Province, China

Mr. Alfred Nabeta, HAO, OCHA/GCMS debriefed participants on the humanitarian situation followed the earthquake in Sichuan Province. Mr. Nabeta outlined the information in the situation report. (For more details, please see OCHA Situation Reports, Sichuan Province, China-Earthquake, posted on Relief Web.)  Mr. Roy Brooke, HAO, Joint UNEP/OCHA Environment Unit, spoke about the environmental emergencies resulting from the earthquake. The UNEP/OCHA Environment Unit has environmental experts on standby ready to be deployed to provide general environmental assistance to the government, if requested. Mr. Brooke presentation is available in the IASC website at  

http://www.humanitarianinfo.org/iasc/content/documents/weekly/20080521-1523/China EQ May 2008 - JEU input for IASC Weekly 21 May 08[2].ppt
AOB
The next IASC Weekly Meeting will be held in Room A.R. and the topics will include Somalia. 
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