Needs Assessment Group Meeting
24 April 2009, Geneva

Summary Note and Action Points

The Needs Assessment Group convened in Geneva on 24 April 2009 to finalise outstanding paragraphs in the draft ToR on composition and organisation. It was decided that a smaller drafting group should meet on Thursday 30 April to further strengthen the language in the TOR before circulating it for final feedback to the broader Group on Friday 1 May 2009. 

At the meeting it was agreed that the Needs Assessment Group should be open to participation, but members also advised that organisations make best efforts to ensure continuity by identifying a focal point and back up focal point, just as it was recommended that participation is at manager level to ensure that participants are able to speak on behalf their organisation. 
As regards the selection of the chair, it was agreed that the Needs Assessment Group will be co-chaired by OCHA and a non-UN member of the Group to be identified at the next meeting of the Group.
Action Points:

· A smaller drafting group to convene on Thursday 30 April 2009 to strengthen the language of the draft ToR.

· OCHA to circulate the final draft ToR to the Needs Assessment Group by COB Friday 1 May 2009 for final feedback (This has been delayed by one working day to ensure feedback from members).

· Members of the Group to provide feedback by no later than COB Thursday 14 May 2009.
· The Needs Assessment Group to convene on Tuesday 19 in the afternoon at Palais des Nations, Geneva, to adopt the final ToR, identify non-UN co-chair and develop a Work Plan for a 12 months period. 

· OCHA to consult with IFRC and NGOs regarding potential interested candidates for the co-chair position.
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