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I Civil-Military Coordination in Cyclone Nargis Response Operation

Mr. Frederik Wallenberg, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, Civil Military Coordination Section of OCHA Geneva defined UN Civil Military Coordination (UN CMCoord) as  “the essential dialogue and interaction between civilian and military actors in humanitarian emergencies”, with the purpose of (i) protecting and promoting humanitarian principles, (ii) avoiding competition and (iii) minimizing inconsistencies. 

As part of the response operation following Cyclone Nargis in Myanmar, Mr. Wallenberg was in Bangkok to provide an interface with military units mainly from the US and France.  He found that the network of IASC Clusters in Bangkok - especially that of WFP-led Logistics cluster - were useful for networking and information sharing.  Military assets available for the operation included transport airplanes from the US and navy vessels from France, US and UK, with potential resources including (i) water purification systems,  air transport from Thailand to Yangon, (iii) medical teams, (iv) food, (v) NFI and (vi) shelter.   Access was an issue for the Civil Military Coordination operation: the US never received permission for helicopter flights in Myanmar and the French vessel Le Mistral’s access was eventually denied after initial agreement.  Mr. Wallenberg concluded that the main challenge in this UN CMCoord a “perceived affiliation’’, in which the affiliation with military units from certain nationalities poses challenges in presenting the UN’s neutrality in humanitarian operations. He added that the non-binding Oslo Guidelines for civil-military cooperation are the guiding principles for civil-military coordination in natural disasters. Mr.Wallenberg's presentation is available at the following website: 
http://www.humanitarianinfo.org/iasc/content/documents/weekly/20080611-1541/Nargis%20Presentation%20IASC.ppt

A representative of Amnesty International (AI) attended the session and highlighted that a recent AI report on Myanmar is available on the AI website. 
II Update on the Humanitarian Situation in Djibouti

Dr. Aloys Kamuragiye, the UNICEF Representative in Djibouti, provided a briefing on the worsening humanitarian situation in Djibouti. The current drought is affecting the nutritional status of vulnerable children and women and has also an impact on livestock and water resources.  The latest survey indicates that the acute malnutrition rate among children under 5 amounts to 18 %, and that households lost an estimated 40% of their livestock.  Dr. Kamuragiye also briefed on the clash between Eritrean and Djiboutian troops that took place in Northern Djibouti’s Ras Doumeira region as of 10 June 2008.  The UN’s contingency plan had included this conflict as possible scenario, with an assumption of 50,000 to 100,000 displaced persons.  The access to the Ras Doumeira region is limited, which affects humanitarian operations. 
III AOB

Ms. Julianne Di Nenna, Staff Development Officer of OCHA Geneva, explained that OCHA will launch a pilot Humanitarian Field Coordination Program (HFCP) shortly.  The main goal of the HFCP is to strengthen the application of coordination and emergency tools through building partnership amongst relevant stakeholders. The HFCP will include components such as distance learning, a 5-day-workshop and peer review.  Ms. Di Nenna invited agency participants to: (i) participate in the pilot program, (ii) provide feedback on the program and (iii) act as co-facilitators for future workshops.  For further information, please contact:  dinenna@un.org
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