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I Sri Lanka

Mr. Ruki Fernando, Coordinator of the  Human Rights in Conflict Program, Law & Society Trust (LST) in Sri Lanka, and Father Croos, a representative of the Catholic Bishop of Mannar in Sri Lanka, briefed on the urgent humanitarian concerns in Northern Sri Lanka.  In Manner district alone, 1/5 of population was displaced.  Some of these displaced populations do not want to accept support provided by the Government as they feel that they are being confined against their will in the camps, such as in Kallimoddai.   Humanitarian access remains a serious problem, with many strictly controlled check points.  In Jaffna, humanitarian workers have difficulties accessing the communities even when they have valid permits.  The threats and attacks on humanitarian actors are ongoing, with 71 national humanitarian workers killed and many disappeared for the period of January 2006 to May 2008. The deteriorating security situation is impacting delivery of humanitarian assistance.  In view that local humanitarian workers are the ones mostly at risk,  it was argued that there is a need to examine and further improve the UN’s staff security system, which includes security measures of local staff of the UN and its implementing partners  as well.    The importance of advocacy work to reach various stakeholders including donors and government was very much emphasized.

The report "No Safety No Escape. Children and the Escalating Armed Conflict in Sri Lanka" issued by the Watchlist on Children and Armed Conflict is also available in the IASC website.

II oPt

Mr. Stefan Ziegler, UNRWA Operations Support Officer highlighted the findings of an OCHA-UNRWA survey carried out in 67 Palestinian communities in the northern West Bank.   The survey began in 2005, with a primary objective to understanding the impact of the barrier.  In the 200-km long barrier surveyed, the total number of gates is 67, among them 19 are open on a daily basis, and 29 are never open for Palestinians.  Only about 18 % of those who used to work on the land in the closed area receive permits today, which indicate that most of families with such land have lost access their livelihoods.  For closed area Palestinian communities, services are generally located on the other side of the barrier--patients, children and workers have to pass though barrier gates to reach health services, schools and workplaces.  7 out of 15 communities in the closed area have no access to 24-hour-emergency healthcare.  The criteria of issuing permits are sporadic, and often the most suitable families are rejected for permits.   Humanitarian workers also have limited access to the enclosed area, which makes the delivery of assistance difficult.  Participants of the meeting noted difficulties in implementing strengthened advocacy to mobilize donors at higher levels.   The details of the report can be found on the website.
III AOB

Ms. Meera Sethi (IOM), Mr. Alfred Nabeta (OCHA) and Mr. Niels Scott (IFRC) briefed on the situation of the victims of xenophobic attacks in South Africa. The attacks and violence against foreigners started on May 11, with killing 62 foreigners and more than 1,200 injured persons. An estimated 30,000 migrants left South Africa.  The UN agencies, NGOs and communities-based organizations such as South Africa Red Cross Society aim for a coordinated response for immediate life saving needs.  At the same time, sustainable measures are needed to address xenophobia, including anti-xenophobic education to children and prosecution of perpetuators of violence.  IOM has been supporting irregular migrants in South Africa, and opened a reception centre at the border of South Africa and Botswana, where it receives more than 4,000 migrants per month.  The chair suggested that the topic of humanitarian assistance resulting from xenophobic attacks be discussed in further detail at a future IASC weekly meeting.
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