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I   Somalia

Ms. Ute Kollies, Geographical Coordination and Monitoring Section (GCMS) OCHA briefed participants on the current humanitarian situation in Somalia in the light of the soaring food prices, a significantly devalued Somali shilling, and a worsening drought. Ms Kollies mentioned that more than 2.6 million people, or 35 percent of the total population, are in need of assistance – an increase of more than 40 percent since January of this year. She equally highlighted recent developments, such as peace talks resulting in a common communiqué, the SC Resolution 1814, and the arrival of the new Humanitarian Coordinator Mr. Marc Bowden. 

Participants agreed that security for the population, but also for the staff of humanitarian partners, related issues such as humanitarian space and access, a realistic understanding of the scope and the humanitarian implications of the crisis, an increase of funding for humanitarian response, including the NGOs, an increase of human rights violations and advocacy efforts for a “forgotten crisis” are the top priorities for the coming weeks. 

The presentation of Ms Kollies can be accessed on the IASC website:

 http://www.humanitarianinfo.org/iasc/content/documents/weekly/20080528-1534/IASC%20Brief%20Somalia%2028%20May%202008.ppt 

II AOB

The next IASC Weekly Meeting will be held on 04 June 2008 in Room ERCC and the topics will include oPt and Sri Lanka.
Prepared by: IASC Secretariat (Geneva)
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