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Presenters

Mr. Georges Tadonki, Head of OCHA Zimbabwe and Ms. Katarina Toll-Velasquez, Donor and External Relation liaison officer, OCHA/ IRIN liaison Office
Key Issues Discussed:

Mr. Tadonki briefed participants on the humanitarian situation in Zimbabwe following the recent elections, its impact on humanitarian programs and outlined scenarios for future developments and related challenges. He reported that the uncertainty of the elections has resulted in the temporary suspension or reduced scope of humanitarian activities in most vulnerable areas, as well as difficulties with local procurement of relief items, goods and services. Mr. Tadonki added that the priorities of the humanitarian community should be to secure the resumption of humanitarian activities to reach the most vulnerable people as soon as possible; to maintain contingency plan arrangements and a business continuity plan; and for OCHA to share essential information on operational challenges with cluster/sectoral partners, continue the collation and dissemination to the wider humanitarian community in the form of advisories, weekly situation reports, and a Zimbabwe humanitarian profile map. 

Ms. Katarina Toll-Velasquez spoke about IRIN;s coverage of the situation in Zimbabwe and elsewhere. She encouraged participants to use IRIN as a resource and showed a recent film on immigrants from Zimbabwe in South Africa and the challenges faced by HIV positive people in obtaining proper documentation to receive health care.  Further information can be found on the IRIN website at (http://www.irinnews.org/indepthMain.aspx?IndepthId=71&ReportId=77476). 
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