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I Kosovo

Mr. Guido Ambroso, UNHCR Emergency Preparedness Officer, returning from a 3 month mission to Kosovo, briefed the participants on the situation in Kosovo following the Unilateral Declaration of Independence of 17 February 2008. Since 2005, UNHCR and its humanitarian partners have been engaged in planning for possible new displacement of ethnic minorities in connection with Kosovo's change in status. Mr. Ambroso outlined some of the challenges, including how to balance the need for a broad consultative approach with the sensitivity of scenario planning of conflict-induced displacement of vulnerable minorities in connection with Kosovo's move towards independence. Other challenges included the reduced number of humanitarian partners in Kosovo which was seen more in a transition than humanitarian mode. Mr. Ambroso said that although the Unilateral Declaration of Independence of 17 February 2008 did not cause any renewed displacement, the situation remained volatile.  In response to a question from the Chair, Mr. Ambroso noted the distinction from the situation in Bosnia, where there was a formal Dayton Peace Agreement, as well as real integration among the 3 main ethnic groups. 

II Myanmar RTE

Mr. Claude Hilfiker, OCHA, Mr. Mathew Varghese, UNICEF and Mr. Jock Baker, CARE International briefed participants regarding ongoing discussions of a possible real time evaluation in Myanmar. Mr. Hilfiker emphasized that no decision had been made and that there have been strong statements from agencies that if an RTE does proceed, it should not hinder operations by creating competition for limited visas.  Mr. Baker stressed the benefits of an RTE in learning not just for the next emergency, but to gain insight to inform existing programming.  In addition, Mr. Baker said RTEs capture more effectively input from disaster affected populations.  The Inter-Agency RTE Steering Group was contemplating different models that could be used depending on variables such as access and timing. During the discussion, participants suggested that the group use staff from agencies already in the country to collect the information rather than sending in external consultants. 

III Iraq

At the request of the DSRSG (UNAMI), UNICEF and OCHA - with the support of a member of the Swedish MFA - have completed a scoping mission for an inter agency strategic review of the UN's engagement in Iraq and developed a proposal for reviewing key strategic issues (security, UN credibility, results and outcomes, information analysis and advocacy). Mr. Varghese briefed participants on the details of the mission including the security and protection concerns. 

IV AOB

The next IASC Weekly Meeting will be held on 21 May 2008 in Room F-3 and the topics will include China and Kenya. 
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