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Panel Update by UNHCR, IDMC, OCHA and OHCHR on the Humanitarian Situation in Zimbabwe

Presenters

Dr. Mohammed Dualeh, Head of Southern Africa Desk, UNHCR, Ms. Katinka Ridderbos, Country Analyst for Zimbabwe at the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC), Mr. Sune Gudnitz, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA-HRSU and Mr. Tsatsu Dawson, Associate Human Rights Officer, OHCHR.
Key Issues Discussed:

Dr. Mohamed Dualeh briefed on the UNHCR operations in Zimbabwe and the contingency planning for Zimbabwean refugees and asylum seekers. Activities are based on the promotion and implementation of international refugee protection in a number of neighbouring countries, including South Africa. UNHCR also looks into the problem of statelessness and solutions for persons concerned.
Ms. Katinka Ridderbos reported on the different categories of internally displaced persons (“IDPs”) following her month long mission to Zimbabwe. Further to the underlying problem that the Government does not recognize any IDP status, she identified gaps in the current response to IDP assistance and protection needs and the difficulties in finding durable solutions for them. 
Mr. Sune Gudnitz, debriefed on the cluster roll out process in Zimbabwe. Following the support and facilitation through a Humanitarian Reform Workshop in January 2007 and further sensitisation activities on issues such as the role of NGOs, humanitarian funding or the provider of last resort concept, the HC and the Humanitarian Country team introduced the Cluster approach at the beginning of 2008, with the exception of protection where an inter-agency protection working group has been established. 
Mr. Tsatsu Dawson, talked about his recent mission and the sensitivities encountered when addressing human rights issues, in particular with a view to the Government. This explains in part that no protection cluster has been installed and that an overall picture of the human rights situation could not be established up to date. OHCHR is looking into possibilities to deploy a human rights advisor. 
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