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I Panel Update by UNHCR and OHCHR on the Humanitarian Challenges in DRC 

Presenters

Ms. Mireille Gerard, Head of the Protection Capacity Section in the Department of International Protection, UNHCR, Ms. Moetsi Duchatellier, Human Rights Officer, OHCHR, Ms. Madeleine Rees, Head of OHCHR's Women's Human Rights and Gender Unit and Mr. Peter Neussl, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, IASC Secretariat
Key issues discussed:

Ms. Mireille Gerard of UNHCR briefed on the strategy of the Protection Cluster in the Kivus and the challenges faced by agencies on the ground, including renewed violence and threats to humanitarian space. The strategy focused on mitigating the impact of violence on the civilian population and paving the way for durable solutions to displacement. Ms. Gerard stressed the opportunities provided by the peace conference and the links to early recovery in the stabilization plan.  

Ms. Moetsi Duchatellier debriefed participants about the recent DRC mission of the RSG on the Human Rights of IDPs.  At the conclusion of his mission, the RSG issued a statement on finding peaceful solutions to the present conflict, renouncing violence by all parties and ensuring full respect for all parties’ obligations under international humanitarian and human rights law. 

Ms. Madeleine Rees spoke about the approach of OHCHR's Sexual and Gender Based Violence (SGBV) Unit and how the approach was applied to the situation in DRC. Ms. Rees emphasized the need for systemic improvements to the judicial system in DRC, including strengthening witness protection in order to end impunity. She stressed the need to address root causes, such as the empowerment of women because gender based violence will not be fixed by successful prosecutions alone. 

During the discussion, participants highlighted the need to: resolve land and property issues for IDPs; strengthen coordination mechanisms among humanitarian actors; and ensure that advocacy campaigns related to addressing gender based violence do not raise unrealistic expectations for services. 

II Update on the 70th IASC Working Group Meeting  

Mr. Peter Neussl of the IASC Secretariat gave a short brief on the 70th IASC Working Group Meeting, which was held in New York from 11-13 March, 2008. 
Prepared by: IASC Secretariat (Geneva)
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