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I Update on Pandemic Influenza Contingency 

Mr. Iain Bald, Humanitarian Affairs and Information Management Officer, Pandemic Influenza Contingency (PIC) Team, (OCHA), gave a briefing on the current global pandemic influenza preparedness status and developments. Due to the spread of avian influenza that has killed over 200 people worldwide since 2003 and could lead to a devastating influenza pandemic, the humanitarian community has undertaken several initiatives. In 2007, a high-level declaration on Humanitarian Cooperation in Pandemic Preparedness and Response was signed by the humanitarian community. The IFRC and the PIC Team (OCHA) act as the secretariat for this initiative, which includes high-level simulations for the UN System and its partners. The PIC Team has also contributed to the WHO Revised Pandemic Planning Guidelines, which are tools aimed at helping national governments plan for pandemic, has been facilitating simulation exercises for UN Country Teams worldwide, and is working with the IASC Sub-Working Group on Contingency Planning to coordinate the various contingency planning approaches. 
Information on the current level of pandemic preparedness amongst UN Country Teams worldwide, as well as the latest planning guidance and tools, including simulation packages is available on the PIC Website at www.un-pic.org/web. 

Mr. Bald’s presentation is available in the IASC Website at: http://www.humanitarianinfo.org/iasc/content/documents/weekly/20080806-1554/PIC%20Presentation%20for%20IASC%20Weekly%20Meeting.ppt
II Update on ECOSOC

Ms. Loretta Hieber-Girardet, Senior Advisor on HIV/AIDS, OCHA's Policy Development Section provided an update on the ECOSOC negotiations on the resolution on ‘Strengthening of the coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance of the United Nations.’ The ECOSOC Humanitarian Affairs Segment adopted it by vote on Friday, 25 July 2008. The resolution contains a number of elements, which support humanitarian work. The key issues that emerged from the debates included: building capacities at all levels for timely humanitarian assistance; humanitarian implications of climate change, the global food security crisis, and humanitarian access. The resolution condemned the increased attacks against humanitarian personnel, and called for ending the impunity of perpetrators of sexual and gender-based violence. Based on the operational paragraphs of the ECOSOC resolution, the IASC may wish to consider promoting a discussion on strengthening the coordination of disaster risk reduction; enhancing capacity building programmes for authorities at all levels and improving the collection of sex and age disaggregated data and enhancing assistance to victims of SGBV. 
III     AOB 
There will be no IASC Weekly Meeting on 13 August 2008. 
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