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I Myanmar 

The Chair of the IASC Working Group, Kasidis Rochanakorn, led this discussion with input from Mr. Jean Verheyden, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA GCMS.  OCHA outlined key challenges including: access to affected populations, processing of visas for international staff, and removal and burial of corpses to prevent disease.  The meeting was an opportunity for participants to share information on their activities and views on the leadership of the various clusters.

A flash appeal was expected to be issued by the 9 May 2008. A Myanmar web platform has been established where information may be posted and shared with others: www.humanitarianreform.org
II Private Sector Collaboration in Disaster Response – Aidmatrix Foundation 

Governor Scott McCallum, the CEO of the Aidmatrix Foundation briefed the participants by audio conference on the strategy of using technology to stretch resources and help people more effectively.  A power point on the Foundation, its partners and activities can be found on the IASC website. 

Madeleine Moulin, External Relations Officer, OCHA briefed participants on the Guiding Principles for Public-Private Collaboration for Humanitarian Action, which were prepared by the World Economic Forum and OCHA.  The principles were meant to serve as a guide to the private sector and integrate lessons learnt from previous private sector engagement. 

III AOB
The next IASC Weekly Meeting will be held on 14 May 2008 at 9h30 and the topics will include Kosovo, Myanmar and Iraq.
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