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I
Briefing on the New Political and Humanitarian Environment in the Central African Republic (CAR)

Mr. Mahimbo Mdoe, UNICEF Representative to CAR, briefed on the recent political, developmental, and humanitarian environment in CAR, as well as its implications on humanitarian and sustainable development activities. Mr. Mdoe highlighted the diverse nature of political situations in CAR: while the South was rather peaceful, the situation in the North remained instable. Following the peace accord, the political dialogue between the government and the rebel groups had created a fragile stability and a wider window for humanitarian action. The inclusive political dialogue, combined with an ongoing security sector reform, poverty reduction strategies, and humanitarian action, were important elements for stability in 2009. However, the next presidential elections would call for careful observation. With respect to funding, it was noted that the CAP for CAR was launched on 19 November 2008, requesting US$ 116 million for CAR. Mr. Mdoe noted that in 2008, more than 90% of the requested funding in CAP had been received, which was a magnificent achievement. He stated that more emphasis needed to be put on the funding of long-term development projects and recovery (i.e. putting social structures in place, training of teachers etc.). The need for funding transition efforts had recently been discussed at a donor meeting in Brussels. Regarding the United Nations Mission in CAR and Chad (MINURCAT), Mr. Mdoe mentioned that the mission’s mandate was expiring in March 2009, and that the DPKO was in the process of defining next steps. The Humanitarian and Development Partnership Team (HDPT) in CAR (which was synonymous for the IASC country team but unique in its integrated approach combining development and humanitarian actors) continued to meet every Friday in Bangui. The meetings served as a platform for the heads of the clusters to exchange information and experience. The HDPT, according to Mr. Mdoe, functioned very well and continued to push the agenda in a development direction, as aimed for. 

II
Briefing on the Situation of Internally Displaced Children in CAR
Ms. Laura Perez, Country Analyst, Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC), briefed on internally displaced children in CAR. She stated that 5% of the country’s population was forcibly displaced (partly to Cameroon, Chad and Sudan), with 50% of the IDPs being children. Causes of displacement included ongoing violence stemming from clashes between the government and rebels, as well as attacks by road bandits (“coupeurs de route”). The latter were well armed and organized, so that the government of CAR was unable to provide security. As a result, communities had created self-defence militias. Specific protection problems for internally displaced children were comprised of: (a) trauma from experiencing extreme levels of violence, (b) unmet basic needs (i.e. nutrition, health, education, and shelter), (c) economic exploitation, (d) ethnic discrimination (esp. against Peul), and (e) recruitment into armed groups. There was recognition that children in CAR were generally underdeveloped due to food insecurity and a continuous lack of portable water. Ms. Perez mentioned that the national response to the situation was limited, with security and social services being almost non-existent in the North, and IDP-mandated agencies being under-funded and under-staffed. Concerning the national legal framework, it was noted that there was neither a policy in place to protect IDPs, nor an implementation of the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement or the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child (dealing with the involvement of children in armed conflict) to be observed. With respect to coordination, Ms. Perez stated that the cluster approach had been activated in 2007. Yet, she noted, there was a gap in responding to the needs of displaced children, given the limited capacities of local child-mandated organizations in CAR. Ms. Perez outlined some positive achievements in 2008, such as the ongoing peace process (incl. the ceasefire agreements and amnesty law), the high funding rate for CAP 2009, the visit by the SRSG on children and armed conflict in May 2008, and the establishment of the UN Security Council Working Group on children in armed conflict, which would review the situation in CAR in 2009. In conclusion, Ms. Perez outlined a number of recommendations to the government of CAR: (a) to restore security and social services, and (b) to create a legal framework for the protection of IDPs. For the international community, she recommended (a) to appoint a separate Humanitarian Coordinator, (b) to propose and deliver assistance in a timely manner, and (c) to encourage all parties to the conflict to uphold the ceasefire agreements and continue negotiations over an amnesty law.
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