MANDULOG, Philippinés Desember EB 26‘{‘1 {UNHCF{} - After sUrviving decades of confiict, imalda Anugud never expecied it would be the wrath of nature that
finally destroyed herhomé.

“We were asléep when the river began to fioed pur home around midnight,” said the 43-year-old mother of three girs, recalling how, just aver a week ago, tropical
storm Wash! hit the viliage she has ghways ca ted home,

e jeft everythmg crossad the river anid ran for higher ground,” the shaken woman sald. "Within two hours, our home and the bridge we had crossed to gelto
safety wers washed away.”

On Wadnesday the firsl glirimer of recovery amived when UNHCR became the first sid agency to defiver refief suppliies fo her mountain village east of Higan cily
in the Philippines’ southern Mindanas istdnd,

This is not the fi rst firne residents of this largely Mok (Muslim} community have been displaced. in 2010, the most recent ehapter in the long-running confliet
betwesr the Moro istantc Libaration Front and the Philippine government sent them packing. Just over a manth ago. & family feud, known here 2s a rido, which
san be epic and deadiy forced them o flge thexr villags,

The UN fefxsgee agency began working with coimmimities afiected by the Mindanao conflict in May 2010, Shortly after ropical storm VWashi hit, it joined the UN
regponse o suppart guvemment relief efforts, as the lsad ageney for the protection cluster, UNHCR decided {0 targe! its first emergency assislance 10
comimurifies that have suffered a double whammy weakenad by years of conflicl and now hit by flonds.

Qn December 23, the agenoy started #ying in supplies from its warehouses in Dubai, Plastic sheetng was distributed within 24 hours fo provide emergency
shalter for at teast 10,000 people who have lost their homes to the floods, among the werst aver o hil the Philippinas.

Gther sugp!aes Em;lude some 10, 000 blankets, 4,000 jerry tans, and mors than 2,000 kiichen sels {caoking pots, pans, bowls, knives. clps and cutlery}, sach of
which will help a family of fivé prepare their-own food.

"This piastic sheet is the first step in rebuddmg our lives and owr homes,” $aid imelda’s friend and neighbour, Dairt Bansil, who alse has three children.

Unitil fast weekend, the Baug ahd Kapal rivers, which mest in this mouniain vitlege, had never overfiowed the embankment walls. But ance they did, landslides ot
the village off from the rest of the counkty, and government afficials did not even know these highlends had been affected.

E\;’en fora sommunky harden&d by years of conflict, these floods were more devastaling than anything gise they have saperienced. Their three-room school was
washed off ils fouﬂ,datmns and deposned 100 mustres away.

*t der't Know what we are going 1o de.| am stil § In shock and living & day at & time," Dair said. "I may lsave this village becauss of the frauma | am facing. "We
ot evaryihmg our hotme, my kitehen rsqulpmen! chshins, absallifely everything.”

Dnstnbu%lon of UNHCR's rﬁhpf-ltema is dones through riational hon-govemmental organizations who have been working with the communities for years,

"in helping communifies recavar from wnﬁxct aur qpprﬁat:h has been to fund quick, relatively low-cost projects (sewing ceptres, fishing boats with niats, wale!
wells. ang market stalls) that involve enfire communities,” Bernard Kerbiat, UNHCR's representative in the Philiapines sald leat week. The agency plans similar
projects 1o heip rebudiid fraglie Sommunities at’%er the 'ﬁcmcis

UMHCR staffers were sturmed at the scale of the damage wrought by trapical storm Washl, knawn locally as Sendong. "1 have beer working with
comraunitiss who are fercnoly dispiaceﬁ by the armed mnﬂim affecting Mindanao for the past gecades,” said URHCR fisld associate Rasu! Kulat, "My own
refatives have beeh forcibly cisplaced inthe past. But these flodds have had a Fore Severs consaquence 1o these vikagers thah mos! of the canfiius ™
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UNHCR Manila

6/F GC Corporate Plaza (JAKA 2 Building)
180 |L.egaspi Strest

Legaspi Village, 1226 Makati City, Manila
Telephone: +63 {02) 403-2336

E-mail: phima@unher,org

. UNHCR Cotabato
26 llang-lang St. corner Rosales Street
Rosary Heights 6, 9600, Cotabato City
+ Telephone: +63 (064} 421-7940

" E-mail: phico@unhcr.org

UNHCR lligan
. 0015 Cirillo Badeltes Snr. Street Isabel Village,
* Pala-g, lligan City, Lanao del Narte

- Telephohe: +63 (063} 222-4540

- E-mail: ghiil @unher.org

- UNHCR Davao

- Unit 404A Acadia Street

" luna Subdivision Matina, Davao City
E-mail: phida@unher.org



