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Preparations for the ECOSOC Humanitarian Affairs Segment 2003

Background

To circumvent the difficulties related to IDPs, wiwere encountered during the 2000
ECOSOC Humanitarian Affairs Segment, in 2001-2 Menfitates elected to choose
themes that were less contentious in nature. 01 2dd 2002 the themes selected
revolved around strengthening the coordinationushanitarian assistance, reaching the
vulnerable and the transition from relief to deyet®nt. By selecting such broad
themes, Member States hoped that the process ofiatgg and reaching inter-
governmental agreement on the SG’s reports woukshsgr to come by. Success came
in 2002 with the adoption of the first ECOSOC Ra#ioh in 3 years.

Reporting Requirements

The 2002 ECOSOC Resolution contains many diverdesahstantive elements, which
need to be reported on in 2003. Apart from thgmss report requested by the
Resolution, Member States expect to be updatecnargl humanitarian developments
covering the period 2002-3. The theme selecteldingh form the core of the Secretary-
General’s report.

It should be noted that the theme for the humaaitasegment is determined based on
suggestions and consultations among Member States final decision rests with the
ECOSOC Bureau, which is elected by ECOSOC Memipelanuary/February, 2003.
However, after consultations with the IASC, OCHA @aformally provide ideas and
inputs to support the process of selecting a theme.

On instructions from the Secretary-General, theddpent of General Assembly and
Conference Management is applying strict limitatiorthe lengths of reports presented to
intergovernmental bodies (they should not exced &2ords). In light of these
limitations and considering that the reporting essstemming from the ECOSOC
resolution alone are considerable, it is cruciat,tfor this year, the IASC encourage
Member States to select a theme that is speciid@used.
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Selecting a Theme for the Humanitarian Segment:
During initial discussion with some key delegatios@me areas of interest were
identified for consideration as a theme for ECOSQ®@Gese include:

« Strengthening the humanitarian response and muiglgreater resources for
emergency humanitarian assistance for areas viiigphaprevalence of
HIV/AIDS;

» Strengthening cooperation among humanitarian aadldement organizations
particularly the Bretton Woods institutions to fdate the transition from relief to
development;

* Providing a review with a view to making recommetiates to donors on how to
address the chronic underfunding for low profilecegencies.

The ECOSOC report will contain a progress reporthenactions taken in response to the
2002 resolution and therefore the IASC may wisbdwsider specific elements of the
resolution as a means for developing the theme.

Action:

 The IASC WG is invited to consider and provide coemts on the above options fo
the suggested themes for the Humanitarian Affaagngent in 2003. The IASC is
also invited to suggest additional areas for caarsition.
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