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International Disaster Response 
Laws, Rules and Principles (“IDRL”) ProGRAMME
IDRL Survey/Questionnaires Strategy Paper 2005-2006
The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies’ IDRL Programme aims to reduce the vulnerability and suffering of people affected by natural and technological disasters by raising awareness, promoting the implementation, and encouraging the progressive development of laws, rules and principles that ensure a timely, adequate and efficient international response to disasters, where international involvement is needed. 

In order to better understand the primary issues in this field, the IDRL Programme has produced 11 case studies since 2001 addressing the national legal systems regulating international disaster relief in 37 countries.  While continuing to expand these efforts, the Programme has identified the need for a wider collection of relevant legal documents and of the experiences of IDRL issues of those providing and receiving assistance in situations of disaster.  By asking the right questions and providing access to relevant background information, moreover, the Programme hopes to stimulate reflection on IDRL issues among a wider public.  It therefore plans to poll the various key stakeholders by means of:
· A telephone survey of Federation field delegates

· A questionnaire for national Red Cross/Red Crescent societies, field offices and headquarters of international organizations and international NGOs, Governments, and private companies
Survey of Federation Field Delegates

As a first step, in early November 2005, the Programme will undertake a telephone survey of Federation delegates in the field.  In each country office, either the head of delegation, logistics delegate or other person with direct experience with IDRL issues will be chosen for a 20 minute survey about barriers and best practices.  Results of this survey will help to refine the questions to be asked in the questionnaires.
Questionnaires

As a second step, the Programme will prepare and disseminate a questionnaire.  Given their differing situations, not all the same questions will be asked of all respondents.  Separate versions of the questionnaire will be prepared for (1) national societies, (2) governments, (3) field offices of international organizations and NGOs, and (4) headquarters of international organizations and NGOs.  Questionnaires will be short to increase participation and include both closed and open-ended questions. They will be made available in English, French, Spanish and Arabic.
All respondents will be encouraged to fill in the questionnaires online using a web-based survey software that can automatically tally results.  Those without reliable internet access or who prefer not to use the online form will be able to fill in a Microsoft Word template or paper version. 
The questionnaires will be made available by late November 2005 and responses will be due by the end of January 2006.  Results will be described in a brief report in February 2006 and will be further discussed and utilized in the IDRL Programme’s comprehensive thematic study to be completed in the fall of 2006.
Target Respondents

· National Red Cross/Red Crescent Societies

All 181 national societies will be asked to respond to questions about their experience providing assistance in other countries, as well as receiving aid from others.  They will also be asked to urge their governments to respond to the questionnaires.  
· Governments

All Governments will be asked to respond to questions about their laws and policies relevant to IDRL and to their experiences as recipients and providers of aid in disasters.

· Field offices of IOs and international NGOs

Field offices of IOs and international NGOs will be asked to respond to questions about their experiences with disaster laws in their countries of operation.  Offices in the following countries will be targeted, based on the “top 25 countries” of people killed by disasters 1994-2003 (Source: EM-DAT Database):

	China

India

Iran

Bangladesh

Ethiopia
	Vietnam

Thailand

Philippines

Kenya

Zimbabwe
	Cambodia

Brazil

Korea

Pakistan

Tanzania
	Australia

Cuba

Afghanistan

Malawi

Mozambique
	Indonesia

Sudan

Spain

Zambia

Sri Lanka


· Headquarters and regional offices of IOs and international NGOs
Headquarters of IOs and international NGOs will also be asked to respond to certain questions for a cumulative, global look at their experience with IDRL issues.  Headquarters offices will be fully informed about which of their field offices are targeted and asked for their assistance in encouraging participation.
· Private companies

Selected large private companies that have been involved in providing funding or in-kind support to international disaster relief operations will be polled about laws and policies that facilitate or impede such efforts.

Rollout Strategy

To maximize participation of the target respondents, the IDRL Programme will:

· Seek the support of Governments and individual heads of humanitarian agencies/organizations through a letter from the Federation Secretary-General
· Seek the support of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee Working Group members, potentially through a briefing at a weekly IASC meeting 
· Present the questionnaire to Geneva permanent missions at an update meeting on the IDRL Programme in December or January
· Disseminate information about the questionnaire at the Red Cross/Red Crescent Council of Delegates and General Assembly meetings in Seoul in November

· Call upon the assistance of Federation field offices and National Societies to bring the questionnaire to the attention of Governments and international humanitarian agencies in their countries
Expected Results 

· Additional laws, policies, treaties and other legal documents for the Federation’s public IDRL database
· A greater understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of existing IDRL regulatory regimes at the national and international levels

· A greater understanding of the perspectives of major stakeholders with regard to IDRL challenges 
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