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The Women's Refugee Commission improves the 
lives and protects the rights of women, children and 
youth displaced by conflict and crisis by: 

• researching their needs, 

• identifying solutions, and 

• advocating for programs and policies to strengthen their 
resilience and drive change in humanitarian practice.  



40% of the world’s population relies on 
traditional biomass – primarily 
firewood – for household energy needs. 



“Even 100 bags of food is 
useless without firewood.” 



Every day, millions of women and children risk 
being raped, beaten, or killed as they collect 
firewood for their energy needs. 



Gender-based Violence & 
Firewood Collection 

• In Doro, South Sudian in 2014, 54% of refugee 
respondents reported incidents of violence against 
women in firewood collection locales. 

 

• In 2009, Physicians for Human Rights reported that 
90% of documented rapes in Farchana camp in 
eastern Chad occurred outside of the camp when 
women were collecting firewood needed to cook their 
food. 

 

• A spike in reports of rape and sexual violence 
associated with firewood collection in Nyarugusu camp 
in Tanzania since the mass influx of Burundian refugees 
in summer 2015. 
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Darkness in the 
camps due to a lack 
of energy creates 
numerous protection 
risks at night -- 
especially for women 
and children. 



Common livelihood activities 
rely on natural resources. 



Over exploitation on natural resources 
causes harmful environmental 
degradation and creates tensions over 
dwindling resources.  
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History of SAFE Coordination 
 

Emergency Preparedness Mission Nepal  
February 2011 

Co-Chairs 

- Women’s 
Refugee 
Commission 

- World Food 
Programme 

- UNHCR 

Full members  

- FAO 

- IOM 

- OCHA 

- UNDP 

- UNFPA 

- UN-Habitat 

- UNICEF 

- WHO 

Purpose  

Reduce exposure to 
violence, contribute 
to the protection of 
& ease the burden 
on those 
populations 
collecting wood in 
humanitarian 
settings worldwide... 

Outputs 

Matrix on Agency Roles 
and Responsibilities  

Decision Tree Diagram  

International Network on 
Household Energy (Fuel 
Network)  SAFE Website 
www.safefuelandenergy.org  

Inter-Agency Standing Committee Task Force on Safe Access to 
Firewood and alternative Energy in humanitarian settings (IASC 
TF SAFE)  

 

May 2007-November 2009  

http://www.fuelnetwork.org/index.php/Formal-Launch-of-IASC-Task-Force-SAFE-Outputs
http://www.fuelnetwork.org/index.php/Formal-Launch-of-IASC-Task-Force-SAFE-Outputs
http://www.safefuelandenergy.org/


SAFE Humanitarian Working Group 

• Serves as a resource to 
governments, NGOs, and inter-
governmental organizations 

• Support field operations 
• Builds knowledge and capacity 
• Advocates for increased action 

and attention to SAFE 
• Fosters interagency 

collaboration  

The SAFE Working Group is the primary body for facilitating a 
coordinated, predictable, timely, and effective response to the fuel 
and energy needs of crisis-affected populations. 
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Tier 1: Steering 
Committee 

Tier 2: Associate 
Members 

Tier 3: Global 
Network 



Priorities & Recommendations 

 

• SAFE response - including testing and documenting 

innovations - requires more predictable and flexible 

funding streams. 

 

• Cross-cutting approaches require close collaboration and 

consultation with communities and exploration of new 

partnerships. 

 

• Need for building the evidence base for outcomes and 

impact of SAFE interventions, particularly exposure to 

risk of gender-based violence and enhanced opportunities 

and empowerment for women and girls. 

 


