(DRAFT) Concept Note: Multi-stakeholder Workshop – Geneva 

IASC Guidelines on Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action

Date: October 2nd and 3rd , 2017 
Venue: TBD
CONTEXT 

In 2016, the United Nations Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Working Group agreed to the establishment of a Task Team (“Task Team”) on the Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action. The Task Team is mandated to create IASC Guidelines on the Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action between January 2017 and December 2018. The Guidelines will assist humanitarian actors, governments and affected communities to coordinate, plan, implement, monitor and evaluate essential actions that foster the effectiveness, appropriateness and efficiency of humanitarian action, resulting in the full and effective participation and inclusion of persons with disabilities and changing practice across all sectors and in all phases of humanitarian action, based in international legal frameworks – International Human Rights Law, International Humanitarian Law and Refugee Law. The Task Team membership spans UN agencies, humanitarian actors, NGOs and organisations of persons with disabilities (DPOs) and includes Member States as observers. The Task Team is led by three co-chairs: Handicap International, the International Disability Alliance and UNICEF.
Further details on the Task Team, including Terms of Reference and Work Plan, can be found on the IASC website:
 https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-task-team-inclusion-persons-disabilities-humanitarian-action
A desk review on humanitarian action inclusive of persons with disabilities was conducted as a first step for the guidelines development. The desk review aimed at proposing recommendations on the content and structure of the guidelines with particular attention to standards and principles set up by the UN Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities. 
As a next step to advance the development of the guidelines in a consultative manner, the Task Team will  organise a 2 day multi-stakeholder workshop with the following objectives.

 Objectives:
· Define the structure and outline of the guidance, after considering different options suggested in the desk review report. 
· Obtain feedback from stakeholders on the level of details  required in the guidelines for them to be effective and relevant in the field
· Obtain feedback from stakeholders on the content of the guidelines and key components to be considered, i.e. programmatic areas and related issues, humanitarian system, participation, intersectional issues, persons with invisible disabilities etc. 
· Identify organisations willing to contribute to different components of the guidelines and set up expert groups  to review draft versions
Expected results:

1. The structure and outline of the guidelines are defined for the first Regional Consultation.

2. Necessary feedback and information is gathered for the drafting of initial version of the guidelines which will be used as a basis for the Regional Consultation 

3. Wide range of organizations is enlisted to provide expert inputs into the guidelines development process.
Participants:

· IASC task team members; 

· UN agencies and international organizations; 
· Member States;
· Organisations of persons with disabilities (DPOs);
· Civil Society Organisations working on persons with disabilities and/or humanitarian action;
· Total expected participants: 40.
Agenda
	October 2nd
	Topic
	Facilitator

	9h to 9h30
	Arrival of participants
	

	9h30 to 10
	Welcome, adoption of agenda and introductions

Ground rules
	TBC

	10h to 11h
	Overview presentation of the desk review on humanitarian action inclusive of persons with disabilities: findings, gaps, recommendations, suggested options for the IASC guidelines outline. 
Discussion.
	TBC

	11h to 11h20 
	Coffee break
	

	11h20 to 12h30
	Identify key themes to be addressed in the guidelines, including cross-cutting issues, intersectionality and other key areas
	TBC

	12h30-1h15pm
	Lunch
	

	1h15pm to 2h30
	Discussion on the overall outline of the guidelines, based on the desk review recommendations and key themes identified.
Group discussion
	TBC

	2h30 to 3 pm
	Plenary feedback and discussion
	TBC

	3 pm – 3h20
	Break
	

	3h20 to 5 pm
	Decision on the overall outline of the guidelines

Discussion on detailed format and layout ( for example, use of a matrix, checklists, etc.

Decision on detailed format and layout 
	TBC

	October 3rd
	
	

	9h00 to 9h30 
	Welcome–ground rules and introduction for new comers
	TBC

	9h30 to 10h30
	Identify desired content per chapter and level of details
	TBC

	10h30 – 11h
	Break
	

	11h – 11h30
	(Continued) Identify desired content per chapter and level of details
	TBC

	11h30 to 12h15
	Review and feedback process-identify agencies/expert /review groups
	TBC

	12h15 to 12h30
	Wrap up, next steps and closing
	TBC


