LAUNCH OF LEARNING TOOLKIT ON DISABILITY DATA COLLECTION BY
HUMANITY & INCLUSION - Using the Washington Group Questions in
humanitarian action
Humanity & Inclusion has created a learning toolkit to improve the collection of quality data on persons with
disabilities and improve its use by humanitarian organisations.
Until now, existing guidance on the Washington Group Questions (WGQs) has been specific to national data collection
efforts on persons with disabilities. To address the lack of guidance for humanitarian actors, Humanity & Inclusion (HI) is
launching a learning toolkit on collecting data in humanitarian action, which includes an e-learning, a training pack for
enumerators and various supporting resources that can all be found on the HI website.

Gathering evidence on the use of the WGQs in humanitarian action
To respond to the need to collect, analyse and use data on persons with disabilities in humanitarian action, HI has been
implementing a project, funded by the UK Department for International Development, to test and assess the use of the
WGQs in humanitarian action. An action-research was carried out with over 30 humanitarian partners in Jordan, the
Democratic Republic of Congo and the Philippines, with the evidence used to develop learning materials.

Development of a learning toolkit for humanitarian actors
In addition to the findings of the action-research, HI gathered inputs from over 30 humanitarian organisations working in
22 countries to inform the design of the learning toolkit. Specific focus was given to the development of open source
materials that would be accessible with screen readers, on mobile phones, and in hard to reach locations. The content
was then informed by selected subject matter experts in inclusive humanitarian action and data collection.

What is included in the toolkit?





An e-learning on Collecting Data for the Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action – The
Application of the WGQs providing an entry point for humanitarian actors who would like to understand how to
plan for and use the WGQs.
A Training Pack for enumerators giving guidance, session plans and activities to deliver training on using the
WGQs (developed in collaboration with RedR UK).
Supporting resources providing practical guidance on the application of the WGQs in humanitarian contexts.

Who is this for?
The toolkit is tailored to a full range of humanitarian actors who would like to understand how to use the WGQs in their
own work and organisations. The content has also been designed to provide technical guidance for programme and
technical staff: with a practical focus on different topics relevant for the use of the WGQs –from the human rights based
approach that underpins them, to their planning, use and the analysis of the data produced.

Where is the Toolkit available?
The e-learning is available now on disasterready.com and on Kayaconnect.org (accessible for mobile phones and
tablets). Organisations interested in hosting the e-learning are welcome to contact the project team members. Toolkit
resources and more information about the project are available for download in the project webpage.
Contact: Pauline Thivillier p.thivillier@hi.org and Kate Aykroyd k.aykroyd@hi.org

